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Hitler viewed the world in terms of struggle, 
whether it be Aryan against Jew or rich 
against poor. Confrontational by nature, 
his character was fixed in the ordeal of trench 
warfare. He often claimed that his days with 
the List Regiment were the best of his life. 
So he had no qualms, u&like many of his 
contemporaries, about iking warfare in 
the future, to obtain what he wanted. 
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Secret Hitcer f ices 





I ANY VETERANS of the First 
World War went to their graves 
years later, without ever telling 
their families what they had 
suffered in the trenches. Only 
I in old comrades associations, 
surrounded by familiar faces, would they 
discuss the dreadful events that seared their 
youth. In Britain and France a mood of 
'never again' took root; pacifism replaced 
jingoism. But some men had 'had a good 
war' . For men like Hitler - he was not the 
only one - the war gave 
a sense of common 



purpose, of belonging. Hitler called his war 
years, 'the greatest and most unforgettable 
time of my earthly existence'. Hitler loved 
to talk about the trenches: it was a favourite 
topic for after dinner chat on the 
Obersalzberg. (His aides would discreedy 
dissuade guests from mentioning it. lest they 
trigger a three-hour monologue that would 
keep everyone up half the night.) 

A GOOD WAR 

In his wartime memoir Storm of Steel, Ernst 
Jiinger concluded, 'Time only strengthens 
my conviction that it was a good and 
strenuous life, and that the war, for all 
its destructiveness, was an incomparable 
schooling of the heart." And this was not 
dinner party patriotism: Jiinger, like Hitler, 
was wounded several times and won the 
Iron Cross for bravery. "As a boy and a 
young man," Hitler said in Mein Kampf, 
"I often longed for the occasion to prove 
that my national enthusiasm was not 
mere talk." He received the Iron Cross 
Second Class in 1916 and the Iron Cross 




First Class in August 1918. 

Hitler stated on several occasions that 
a country has to go to war every 25 years 
or so, or it would become degenerate. 
This seems an outrageous comment to make 
after the First World War, but it has to be said 
that such statements, so fashionable in the 
later 19lh century, were still occasionally 
voiced by military figures between the wars. 

NATIONAL DISCRACE 

The experience of the trenches, the 
Fronterlebnis, was uniquely bitter for 
German soldiers. British and French soldiers 
had at least the consolation of victory - Hitler 
and his comrades had suffered for nothing. 
Now they lived for revenge. This was the 
spirit that animated the Fwntkampfer. 
the combat veterans who became the foot 
soldiers of the Nazi party. Hitler understood 
them. He was one of them. Defeat left them 
determined to find scapegoats and exact 
retribution, itching to reverse the verdict 
of 1918, and animated by a brutal nihilism. 
Hitler wrote and spoke a gTeat deal about 



Left and above: Hitter had great contempt for the officer class that had let Germany 
down in the field between 1314 and 7918. A deep-rooted inferiority complex 
probably lay at the root of this, tt is not clear whether Hitter aspired to be an officer. 
His courage was beyond question, but his superiors never recommended him for 
a commission due to an absence of the "requisite qualities of leadership," 
ft was the type of comment that would tend to come back and haunt its maker. 



Hitler's Third Reich - Issue 20 




Celebrating Death 




Below: Hitler meats with British 
veterans of WWI. Hitler was always 
wilting to reminisce at length 
about the details of his time at the 
Front. He was happy to converse 
with those who also claimed to 
have enjoyed a 'good war'. 



Above: Under the Weimar Republic the collective name for soldiers 
wounded in WWI was Kriegsbeschiidigle or 'war-damaged.' The Nazis 
changed the word to the more ennobling Kriegsopfer or 'War martyr/ 
and extended its scope to include widows and orphans of those killed. 

Below: Hitler glorified the sacrifices of war. What seemed a pointless 
waste to some was, to the FOhrer, the apotheosis of what it means to 
be a man. Heldengedenktag or 'Heroes Memorial Day' was instituted as 
a state holiday from 1935, The occasion celebrated the fallen of WWI, 
together with the 'heroes' of the NSDAE Hitler exhorted every individual 
"to sacrifice themselves to preserve the life of the community. " 





HITLER WAS IN LOVE with war. Death on the battlefield was the 
only death worth seeking. Unlike many who survived the trenches 
during WWI, who suffered in silence, the Fiihrer loved to reminisce 
about his experiences at the Front. Far from turning him into a 
pacifist, the war had convinced him that human existence was one of 
suffering, and that you had to fight in order to survive. In this world 
view, dominated by the conflict of opposing forces, you either battled 
or you went under. Hitler was quite prepared to lead the German 
nation into a fight for survival. It was a fight that would ultimately, 
but not inevitably, lead to his and his country's destruction. 

Below: Many of the European governments in the 1930s were loth 
to go to war again. This deep-seated attitude was responsible for the 
politics of appeasement. But Hitler knew that brinkmanship would take 
him only so far. He was hell-bent on war and lusted after the prospect 
of another European conflagration. To this end he built up Germany's 
armed forces as fast as possible, to be ready for the coming conflict. 
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Below: Hitler greets a young Nazi, wounded in 
one of the street battles of the NSDAP's rise to 
power. Hitler portrayed himself as a fighter 
from one generation embracing the warrior of 
the next. To the misguided, he was Jesus, the 
embodiment of self-sacrifice who demanded 
no less from his followers. 




Above: After his release from prison. Hitler 
altered his public image. He would now 
invariably appear in public in martial uniform 
standing at the head of an army of millions of 
brown-shirts. Hitler had a great battle ahead if 
he was to follow the course that he believed 
providence had laid out for him. 

the First World War. Yet he never once 
expressed any sign of revulsion at what he 
had seen. As a frontline soldier, he had 
refused home leave, preferring to remain in 
the trenches. The horrific sights he witnessed 
there did not repel him, but confirmed his 
belief in violence as the supreme arbiter of 
human existence. 'War is for a man what 
childbirth is for a woman' was one of his 
more w idely quoted utterances. He believed 
that war not only made hint physically fit. 
it steeled his will. Humanitarian 
considerations had no place in Hitler's idea 
of war. He was loud in his contempt for the 
Christmas truce of 1914, spontaneous 
gestures by ordinary soldiers on both sides 
along large stretches of the Western Front. 

NECROPHILIAC 

After what he had seen and done in the war. 
Hitler had no fear. He had no pity either. 
His biographer Sir Alan Bullock cites Hitler's 
wartime service as confirming the 
'fascination with destruction, which bec.une 
his ruling passion during the Second World 
War. without restraint after the attack on 
Russia." Psychoanalyst Erich Fromm argued 
that Hitler was so obsessed with death and 
destruction that il amounted to a version of 
necrophilia. Hitler shared the necrophiliac's 
inability to form adult relationships and 



typical paranoia about sexually-transmitted 
diseases. Significantly. Hitler's War became 
more destructive over time, and was not the 
consequence of military setbacks. 
The genocidal slaughter in Russia and Poland 
was made possible by military victory, 
ft is a short step to argue that the attempted 
genocide of the Slavic peoples was the 
ultimate purpose of Hitler's War in the East. 
The mass murder of European Jewry was 
similarly the result of military triumph: 
the extermination camps of Aktion Reinhard 
were built in the wake of victory. 

Hitler spent the last three months of 1916 
recuperating from wounds at the Red Cross 
hospital at Beelitz, near Berlin. It was the first 
lime he had returned to Germany since the 
war began, and he hated it. The mood behind 
the lines was progressively more defeatist. 
Wounded soldiers bragged of how they 
were spinning out their convalescence. 
Tricks included swallowing small pieces of 
cordite or slipping coins under bandages to 
infect a wound. Hitler was glad to return to 
his battalion in March 1917. 

'STABBED IN THE BACK' 

Hitler was in hospital again in October 1918 
when the German army began to disintegrate, 
even at the frontline. His view was that 
the army had been 'stabbed in the back', 
reflecting his obsession that willpower could 
surmount the greatest odds. Napoleon's 
dictum that 'the morale is to the physical 
as three is to one' fitted Hider's conception 
perfectly. Had the civilians kept up the 
struggle on the home front with the same 
iron will as he and his comrades fought in 
Flanders, Genii any would not have been 
defeated. Significantly for the future "spin 
doctor." Hitler devoted chapter six of Me in 
Kompflo a comparison of Allied and German 
propaganda during the war. He thought this 
as important as the actual military struggle, 
and he focused on the medium rather than the 
message. It was the method by which 
propaganda was disseminated that mattered, 
the conviction and assurance with which 
events were treated. These were conclusions 
he would put to good use in the late 1920s. 
Hider's belief in 'the triumph of the will' 
underpinned his military as well as political 
strategy for the rest of his life. He would 
remain innocent of the practicalities of 
moving large bodies of troops, and he had 
little idea of long term economic planning. 
General Alfred Jodl. chief of the operations 
staff at OKW explained Hitler's antipathy 
to the General Staff and its methods: 
'He thought that if he ever learnt to think in 
the terms of a General Staff Officer, at every 
step he would have to stop and calculate the 
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impossibility of reaching the next. 
Consequently, he would never have even tried 
10 come to power, since on the basis 
of objective calculations, he had no 
prospect of success in the first place.' 

Hitler had gambled against the odds time 
and time again during his struggle for power. 
Viewed from the early 1920s, his 
transformation from backstreet mob orator to 
the head of Germany's largest political party 
by the end of the decade, is incredible. It was, 
as the celebratory film claimed. The Triumph 
of the Will. By any rational calculation he 
would have been doomed to obscurity. While 
his generals treated the French army with the 
respect due to the force that held Verdun, 
Hitter alone sensed that the French amiy of 
the 1 930s was a pale shadow of its former 
self. The victorious German strategy of 1940 
was Hitler's, and it gave him unbounded faith 
in his willpower when applied to a military 
problem. Lord Dacre observed that 'His error 
lay in supposing that faith can move 
mountains by itself, instead of merely giving 
the decisive impetus to the spade.' 

NASTY SURPRISE 

For all his bellicose statements. Hitler was 
nevertheless surprised to find himself at war 
in September 1 939. Until the very last 
moment, he anticipated another Anglo-French 
climbdown. They had acquiesced at every 
German challenge so far, why would they 
go to war over Poland? German victories 
of 1939-40 appeared to vindicate Hitler's 
srrategic vision: the French collapsed like a 
house of cards and he made himself master 
of Europe. Yet both the German air force and 
navy were caught unprepared, their armament 
procurement programmes designed to bear 
fruit in the mid- 1940s. The situation was 
serious enough for the Luftwaffe, which 
received fewer replacement aircraft and pilots 
during the Battle of the Britain than the RAF. 
It was catastrophic for the Kriegsmarine, 
which had neither the planned battleships nor 
the submarine fleet intended to challenge the 
Royal Navy. 

BENT ON DESTRUCTION 

Ironically, Hitler, the passionate advocate 
of war, had embroiled Germany in a new 
conflict before his forces were ready. 
His initial victories obscured the need 
for a properly managed war economy. 
While Hitler harangued his guests at 
Berchtesgarten with tales from the trenches, 
Germany's opponents increased their 
industrial production, giving the Allies 
a monstrous numerical advantage by 
land, sea and air. Willpower alone 
would not stop them. 




Above: The imagery and language of the 
National Socialists were from the outset 
coloured by conflict and aggression. The party 
retained its allegiance to its origins as a 
para-military force, having recruited its early 
personnel almost directly from the trenches. 

Right: War always demands its victims and its 
sacrifices. The leitmotif of the Twentieth 
Century was conflict. It is difficult to grasp that 
in the first half of the century many spoke of 
war as a near religious experience, a play of 
redemption and renewal, where national unity 
could overcome internal disharmony. Hitler and 
many of his contemporaries gladly prepared 
the world for another great blood-letting. 
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The goal of Nazi 
anti-Jewish policy 
between 1933 
and 1941 was to 
make the Reich 
lew-Free 1 
through forced 
emigration. But 
few countries 
were enthusiastic 
about taking the 
refugees. 

6 HITLER'S THIRD REICH 



DHE KLirfiirslcndamrn 
district Berlin. June 
1 938. 'Revolting and 
bloodthirsty pictures 
were everywhere; Jews 
being beheaded, 
tortured and maimed, 
accompanied by obscene graffiti.* 
Society columnist Bella Fromm 
was herself Jewish and this 
latest manifestation of Nazism 
in action helped confirm her 
decision to flee the country. 

It was the "spontaneous' Nazi 
reaction to the Czechs" partial 
mobilisation and the intervention 
of Britain and France on their 
side. Hinunler had a Munich 
synagogue burned to the ground 
and 2.000 more Jews arrested 
and flung into concentration 
camps. An ti -Jewish riots were 
organised by the SA and Hitler 



Youth. The pattern was the same 
in each town: gangs of men 
broke into Jewish-owned 

businesses and smashed ibem 
up, beating, looting and raping 
the occupants as the fancy took 
them. The police looked on 
without interest. If crowds 
gathered to watch, they sided 
with the thugs, not the victims. 

JEWISH EXODUS 

Bella Fromm made it to the 
border, but the SS searched 
her and the car. All her jewellry. 
mostly family heirlooms, was 
confiscated. They made her sign 
a document confessing that she 
was a Jewish thief, attempting lo 
rob the German nation. But they 
let her go. 

Jews had been fleeing the 
country in increasing numbers as 



Above: Many Jewish children 
•Mere evacuated to the United 
States, Virtually alone, that 
country threw its doors open 
to those refugees who had the 
means to secure their escape. 

the regime's racist ideology 
became enshrined in German 
law. Between Hitler's 
appointment as Chancellor in 
1933 and Bella Fromm .s 
escape, some 150,000 Jews had 
emigrated. The tempo quickened 
after 'Krisiulnachf, the nation- 
wide pogrom orchestrated 
by Goebbels and Heydrich 
in revenge for the assassination 
of a German diplomat in Paris 
by a Jewish student. 

The events of 9-10 November 
were widely reported around the 
world. Not only was it plain that 
the German government had 
orchestrated the violence, but 
Heydrich 's decision to charge 
Jewish insurance companies 
for the damage and subsequent 
discriminatory legislation made 
obvious Nazi contempt for world 
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opinion. Jews were prohibited 
from attending cinemas, theatres, 
concerts or public exhibitions. 
Jewish children were banned 
from the state education system. 
Jews were no longer allowed to 
apply for driving licenses and 
existing ones were cancelled. 
Tenancy protection legislation 
was amended to exclude Jews 
from the protection of the law. 

FORCED EMIGRATION 

But the Jews were not leaving 
fast enough for the Nazis. 
Heydrich brought to Berlin a 
young SD officer whose success 
in Vienna marked him out for 
advancement. Adolf Eichmann 

was a 27-year old SS man who 
had been appointed to drive the 
Jews out of Austria, a mission 
he accomplished with singular 
dedication. From his offices in 
Vienna, he expelled over 100,000 
Austrian Jews, seizing their 
business assets and persona! 
fortunes in the process. 

Heydrich ordered him to 
Berlin to ginger up the German 
emigration programme. On 
1 January 1 939 the Reickzentrate 
fiir die JMische Auswandenmg 
(Centra! Office for Jewish 
Emigration) was established in 
Beriin. A satellite office was later 
set up in Prague. Eichmann went 
on to round up some three 
million Jews during the war, 
most of them for murder in the 
ghettos and extermination camps. 

TTie Jewish exodus from 
Germany offered enormous 
opportunities for the SS before 
war broke out. Wealthy families 
were shaken down for cash 
contributions. It was decreed that 
Jews were forbidden from 
keeping gold, silver or precious 
stones. Jewish businessmen slow 
to open their purses were arrested 
and jailed. They were charged 
a cash sum to buy their release 
from a concentration camp. 

The racketeering was quite 
open and continued when Jews 
finally gave up the daily struggle 
with legal discrimination and 
applied to emigrate. Ii was 
forbidden to take money out 
o( the country, and unless a 
familv had relatives abroad. 




difficult to find a destination 
prepared to accept them. 

WHERE TO FLEE? 

By numerous devious routes, 
Jews crept into the fledgling 
settlements in Palestine. 
Heydrich's office dealt directly 
with Zionist organisations 
to transfer German Jews to 
Palestine: some 70,(KK) arriving 
in the country by 1 939. 
Others made it to the USA, 
Czechoslovakia, France, 
Australia, Holland, Belgium. 
Britain and South Africa. 
The reluctance of most 
nations to accept a 'flood' of 
Jewish immigrants was noted by 
Goebbels, who argued that world 
opinion was on the Nazis' side. 
An SD report to Himmler spoke 



the sad truth when it noted, 
'with the exception of America, 
no country declared itself 
unconditionally ready to take 
in as many Jews as required.' 

An international summit 
assembled in Switzerland at the 
Lake Geneva resort of Evian to 
addTess the problems caused by 
Germany's Jewish emigration 
policy. The appearance of so 
many German Jews in Palestine 
fuelled Arab resentment at their 
betrayal by Britain. 

The independence they had 
been offered was now replaced 
by the creation of a Jewish state 
in their midst. There was unrest 
in Poland too, where many 
German Jews emigrated. 
The increase of its substantial 
Jewish population antagonised an 



already anti-Semitic nationalist 
faction. Anti-Jewish legislation 
was set in place. More was 
planned, but had not been 
enacted by the time Getmany 
invaded. The summit aired the 
issues, but failed to establish 
an international consensus; 
no lifeline would be thrown 
to the beleaguered Jewish 
community in central Europe. 

EXIT TOLL 

German embassies were 
instructed that "The emigration 
of all Jews living in the Reich" 
was "the ultimate aim of 
Germany's Jewish policy." 
But the insistence on a minimum 
cash payment to emigrate left 
many poorer German Jewish 
families stranded. 
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Above: On the Swiss border guards inspect the hinds that would buy 
these Jews a way out of the Reich. At the request of the Swiss who 
were fearful of being overrun by German emigrants Jewish passports 
were stamped with the letter J, for Jude. 

Below: Albert Einstein and his wife in Palm Springs, January 1932. 
The nazis, to their cost, valued blood over intellect, After the Seizure 
of Power, Einstein 's property in Berlin was seized, and his citizenship 
revoked in 1934. He never returned to his native country. 




Below: The site of the hostel for Jewish refugees established in Paris. 
Western governments became more accommodating after the 
barbarities of Kristallnacht on 9 November 1938. When the Nazis 
invaded France in May 1946, of the 350,000 Jews living there half were 
recent emigres from Germany. 




It dawned on the Nazis that 
their policies would only favour 
wealthy Jewish families. So 
Eichmann's office imposed a 
quota system to force foreign 
groups to fund the emigration 
of the poor. Jewish organisations 
abroad were tapped: Reinhard 
Heydrich opened the Wannsee 
conference in January 1942 with 
the boast that approximately 
S9.5 million had been paid to the 
Reichsbank by Jewish groups. 
He stated that between 1 933 and 
1941 a total of 360,000 Jews had 
been forced to leave Germany, 
147.000 from Austria and 30,000 
from Bohemia and Moravia. 

Two Jewish ladies had 
an unexpected champion 
in Hermann Goering. 
The Reichmarshall's chief-of- 
staff, General Karl Bodenschatz 
was astonished to be ordered 
to Munich in 1939 to track down 
Frau Use Ballin and her sister. 
They were taken to the Argentine 
consulate general, where visas 
were arranged and they were 
allowed to leave Germany, 
with their savings. In 1 923 they 
had treated Goering's wounds 
at their house after the failure 
of the Munich putsch. 

Goering also intervened 10 
protect a number of his second 
wife's Jewish friends from the 
theatre, and spirited to safety 
a number of art dealers with 
whom he continued to do 
business during the war. 
An Amsterdam Jew who found 
hirn a magnificent collection of 
old masters was given a visa for 
Switzerland and allowed to keep 
his substantial commission. 

VERNKHTUNG 

The pre-war Jewish community 
in Germany represented a tiny 
proportion (less than 2 per cent) 
of the population. By the 
outbreak of war, two-thirds 
had been compelled to leave. 
Whether this accorded with 
Hitler's true wishes remains open 
to speculation. Was he playing to 
the gallery, pandering to his 
'old fighters" when he gave his 
infamous speech to the Reichstag 
on the sixth anniversary of his 
becoming Chancellor? 



I On 30 January 1939 he said, 
"If the Jewish international 
financiers succeed in involving 
the nations in another war, 
the result will not be world 
Bolshevism and therefore a 
victory for Judaism: it will 
be destruction of the Jew s in 
Europe." Or did Hitler prefer 
Vemichiung ( 'destruction' or even 
'annihilation') to emigration? 

BRAIN-DRAIN 

One of the supreme ironies of 
the Nazis' racist policies was the 
flight of Jewish scientists abroad. 
Nazi Germany suffered a self- 
imposed 'brain drain' which 
impoverished German academic 
life and, crucially, drove a 
number of lop physicists to 
America where they later 
collaborated on the atomic bomb. 

The most famous was AJbert 
Einstein who already enjoyed 
an international reputation before 
Hitler came to power; he had 
held a chair at the University 
of Berlin since 1914 and had 
been the director of the Kaiser 
Wilhelm Institute for Physics. 
He was in California at the 
beginning of 1 933 and it was 
there he learned that the Nazis 
had deprived him of his 
positions. He never went home. 

After a stay in England, 
he accepted a post at Princeton 
and subsequently warned 
President Roosevelt that the 
Germans might be able to 
build a uranium- based bomb. 
This galvanised the American 
president into authorising what 
became the "Manhattan Project'. 

Two Jewish emigres working 
in London. Otto Frisch and 
Rudolph Peieris, had calculated 
that it was theoretically possible 
to isolate quantities of the highly 
radioactive isotope U235. Peieris 
predicted that 5 kg of U235 
could produce a bomb with the 
destructive power of 'several 
thousand tons of dynamite." 
The British research programme 
was joined after the fall of 
France by more refugees from 
Hitler: the Nazi emigration 
programme inadvertently helped 
the Allies achieve a huge lead 
in atomic research. 
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PROJECT 

ADOLF EICHMANN was entrusted with solving the Jewish 
problem' by investigating schemes of mass resettlement, rather 
than extermination. In 1338 he revived an old idea of populating the 
virtually deserted French colony of Madagascar. After the conquest 
of Poland with its vast Jewish population of some three million, 
and with the conquest of France in 1940 the proposal took on 
greater impetus. 

Eichmann came up with a Nahpian or 'provisional plan' for the 
gathering of the whole Jewish population within Hans Frank's 
General Gouvernement, to be succeeded at an unspecified later date 
by the Fernplan 'long-range plan' for the deportation to the African 
Island-ghetto. This plan could hardly have been realised in the 
most favourable of circumstances. The reality was that the British 
controlled the High Seas in the area, the Vichy government was 
unable or unwilling to act in the exploitation of its colony, and 
fatally, Germany failed to gain a quick victory over Russia in 1941 

Top right: The impracticability of deporting Jews to Madagascar points 
to the real long-term Nazi intentions. In 1938 the SS magazine Das 
Schwarze Korps printed: "Because it is necessary, because we no longer 
hear the world's screaming, and because no power in the world can stop 
us, we shall take the Jewish question toward its total solution. " 

Right: Originally the concentration camps were set up to terrorise 
opponents of the regime. Hardened by their own excesses, the Nazis 
eventually used the camps to exploit and kill. 'Resettlement' had taken 
on a completely different meaning from Eichmann's original intentions. 
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From the moment he came to 
power in 1933, Hitler used every 
means at his disposal to crush his 
enemies. And he considered 
anybody who disagreed with his 
views to be an enemy. Yet in 
spite of brutal suppression by 
the Gestapo, German opposition 
to Hitler continued to exist. 



From 1333. the SA, the SS and 
the police were used to eliminate 
political opponents of the Nazis. 
Communists, Socialists and trade 
unionists were rounded up and 
sent to concentration camps. 
Normal democratic opposition 
vanished from sight, driven deep 
underground by the Gestapo's 
vast network of informers. 




HpposrnoN or 
Wide 1 stand (from 
widerstehen - 
to stand against) 
existed in severai 
forms in Nazi 
Germany, even though the whole 
apparatus of state terror and 
repression was directed against 
it for nearly twelve years. 
There were three major 
groupings: the Socialists 
and Unions, the Churches, and 
the Military and Governmental 
Establishment. Other smaller 
unorganised resistance groups 
included students and young 
people, artists and intellectuals, 



and 'anti-socials' and Jews who 
were perforce made enemies of 
the Reich by legislation and 
persecution. 

Resistance was solidified by 
three developments in Nazi 
Germany. These were the Czech 
crisis of 1938, the outbreak of 
war in 1939 and the downward 
slide in Nazi fortunes from 1942. 

The Socialists, Communists 
and Unions. like the Jews and 
'anti -socials" became enemies 
of the state overnight, with the 
Machtergreifung or The Seizure 
of Power, as the assumption of 
power by Hitler as Chancellor 
on 30 January 1933 was known. 
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The Church in Germany 
included both Catholic and 
Protestant traditions. Catholics 
had to some extent reached an 
accommodation with the Nazi 
government in the Concordat 
of 1933. However, the church 
leadership was by no means 
united. Clemens August graf von 
Galen, the Cardinal -Archbishop 
of Munster, was openly critical 
of the Nazis. Known as 
'The Lion of Munster', Galen 
issued a pastoral letter in 1933 
attacking Nazi racial doctrine 
and in 1934 published a critique 
of Rosenberg's Myth of the 
Twentieth Century. 

EUTHANASIA PROTEST 

Galen remained an outspoken 
critic of the Nazi government 
and in 1941, in what was 
probably the only effective 
public protest in the Third Reich, 
denounced the policy of state 
euthanasia - 'mercy killing'' - 
employed against people with 
severe mental or physical 
disabilities. The protest halted 
the programme. Galen was 
imprisoned briefly in 
Sachsenhausen concentration 
camp after the July Bomb Plot 
of 1944. 

In August 1941 Father 
Bernard Lichtenburg, Provost of 
St Hedwig's Cathedral in Berlin, 
sent a letter to Dr Leonard Conti, 
Chief Physician of the Reich, 
protesting against the euthanasia 
programme. Lichtenburg, who 
had served as a military chaplain 
in World War 1, wrote; "I, as a 
human being, a Christian, a priest 
and a German, demand of you. 
the Chief Physician of the Reich, 
that you answer for the crimes 
that have been perpetrated at 
your bidding and with your 
consent, and which will call forth 
the vengeance of the Lord on the 
heads of the German people." 

In a brave but foolhardy move 
he sent copies to the Reich 
ministries, the Chancellery and 
the Gestapo. He was arrested and 
sentenced to two years in Berlin- 
Tcgcl prison. At die end of his 
sentence he was not released, 
but at the age of 68 was sent 
to Dachau concentration camp. 




Lichtenburg died on 3 November 
1943 in transit to the camp. 

STATE CHURCH 

Faced by Hitler's demands that 
the Church in Germany support 
his doctrines on race and 
leadership the Protestant Church 
in 1933 was split. A faction 
headed by Ludwig Miiller sided 
with Hitler, and Miiller was 
elected to the post of Reich 
Bishop on 23 July. However 
some 7,000 of the 17.000 pastors 
in Germany, headed by Pastor 
Martin Niemoeller, split off 
10 form the Bekenntniskirche - 
The Confessional Church. 
Niemoeller had initially 
favoured the Nazis as bringers of 
order to society — until he learned 
of the plans for the anti-Christian 
Deutsche Glaubensbewegung 
or German Faith Movement. 
In 1934 he set up the 
Pfunenbund or Pastor's 
Emergency League. Its mission 
was to defend the Lutheran 
Church against the inroads 
of this faithless programme. 
Niemoeller's opposition 
particularly galled Hitler, 
since the Pastor had served 
with distinction as a U-Boal 
commander in World War I. 

LAST SERMON 

In 27 June 1937 Niemoeller 
preached his last Third Reich 



Above: Prisoners at Dachau are addressed by Theodor Eicke, 
The original purpose of the camps was to frighten potential opponents 
of the regime into silence. To a large extent the system worked, though 
there were still some Germans who actively opposed Hitler. 

Below: Some opponents of the regime were so eminent that they could 
get away with the harshest of criticism. The aristocratic Archbishop 
of Munster, Graf von Galen was one such, his sermons doing much 
to end the Nazi euthanasia programme. 
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Above: Dietrich Bonhoeffer was an Evangelical theologian whose 
opposition to the Nazis was more than vocal. He was involved with the 
military plotters, and he actively helped Jews to escape from Germany 

Below: A marked contrast to Bonhoeffer, Martin Niem oiler was a pastor 
with a heroic record as a World War I U-boat commander and right-wing 
political views. Niemoller's approval of the Nazis did not last long: he 
realised that the church was doomed under a totalitarian anti-religious 
movement like Hitler's, and he became a major opponent of the Fiihrer. 




sermon to a large congregation 
in the fashionable suburb of 
Berlin- Dahlem. 

"No more," he said, '"are we 
ready to keep silent at man's 
behesi when God commands 
us to speak. We must obey 
God rather than man!" 

On 1 July 1937 NiomoeUcr 
was arrested by personal order 
from Hitler, He was held in 
Moabit Prison for eight months 
before facing a Sondergericht - 
a Special Court set up to try 
offenders against the state. 
He not only defended himself 
in court, but also attacked his 
accusers. Found guilty, he was 
fined Rin. 2.(KK) and sentenced to 
seven months in a fortress prison. 

Hitler was enraged at what 
he saw as a light sentence and 
Niemoellcr was committed to 
Schutzhaft - Protective Custody - 
in Sachscnhausen and later 
Dachau concentration camps. 
He survived die war and was 
released by US troops in 1945. 

BONHOEFFER 

Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer was 
another important member of the 
Bekenniniskirche. An academic 
and theologian, in 1938 he 
became involved with the Army 
conspiracy against Hitler. He was 
also involved in smuggling Jews 
out of Germany, and had some 
contact with the Allies through 
Sweden and Switzerland. 

On 5 April 1943 Bonhoeffer 
was arrested by the Gestapo. 
Held in Tegel Prison, he was 
charged with 'subversion of the 
armed forces'. After the failure 
of the July Plot in 1944. he was 
brutally interrogated at the 
Gestapo HQ in Prinz-Albrecht 
Strasse. Transferred to 
Buchenwaid in 7 February 1 945. 
he was quickly moved to 
Flossenburg concentration camp. 
Tried by a Court-Martial, 
Bonhoeffer was executed on 
9 April 1945.Bonhoeffer's 
writings and the example 
of his life have made him 
a contemporary martyr. 

UNIVERSITY OPPOSITION 

Professor Kurt Huber was a 
Catholic conservative academic 



who lectured in philosophy and 
psychology at Munich. 
He opposed the Nazi concept 
of Gleidischalnmg, 
or 'coordination' of German 
society into a National Socialist 
model. In 1942 he encouraged a 
group of students to oppose the 
regime. Headed by brother and 
sister Hans and Sophie Scholl, 
the students called themselves 
the Weisse Ease or "White Rose.' 
Prompted by Bishop Galen's 
anti-euthanasia sermon, the 
White Rose launched a leaflet 
campaign using a simple 
duplicator and scattering the 
leaflets from the windows of tall 
buildings at the university. 
They were probably the first 
group to publicise the work of 
the Einsaj-gruppen in the USSR 
- learning of the horrors from 
former members of the group 
who had been called up and 
who had returned from Russia 
on leave. 

LEAFLET CAMPAIGN 

The Weisse Rose received 
a RM 500 backing from a 
Wuittembcrg businessman, 
and by January 1943 the group 
was distributing leaflets on a 
wider scale in towns in central 
Germany. On the morning of 
1 8 February 1943 Hans and 
Sophie Scholl publicly 
distributed leaflets at Munich 
University. The leaflets read 
in part. "Germany's name will 
remain disgraced forever unless 
German youth finally rises up 
immediately, takes revenge, and 
atones, smashes its torturers, and 
builds a new. spiritual Europe". 

The Gestapo, informed by the 
University staff, turned up and 
arrested the Scholls and other 
members of the group. Sophie 
Scholl was interrogated for 
17 hours, but like her brother she 
refused to name fellow members 
of the Weisse Rose. 

On 22 February 1943 Hans 
and Sophie Scholl along with 
Christopher Probst were brought 
before the Votksgericht - 
the 'People's Court", under the 
notorious Judge Roland Freisler. 
Found guilty of treason, they 
were guillotined soon afterwards 
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Church and state 



Although many senior Nazis, led by Rosenberg, Heydrich and 
Himmler, were vehemently anti-Christian, Adolf Hitler saw a 
number of uses for the church. Hitler, raised a Catholic, recognised 
that the Church of Rome had great influence in the Nazi heartland of 
southern Germany and Austria. In the long term, it is likely that he 
would have tried to eliminate the priesthood - it is no secret that 
Heydrich wanted to just as soon as the Jews had been dealt with. 
However, for the moment the Fiihrer was willing to come to an 
agreement with the Pope to allow the church to retain control of 
Catholic schools and charitable institutions. As a result, with a few 
notable exceptions the Catholic clergy made little protest at Nazi 
oppression and intolerance. 

But Germany was very much a nation of two faiths. The northern 
half of the country was the land of Luther and the reformation. Less 
centrally organised than the Catholics, with more emphasis on 
autonomy, the Landskirche or regional protestant churches were 
more vulnerable to being taken over by Nazi sympathisers. After 
World War I a strong voikisch element had come to the fore, and by 
the 1930s Hitler's followers in the 'German Christian" movement were 
wielding increasing power. The thought of a single Reichskirche was 
attractive to many protestants, and with Hitler's accession to power 
former Army chaplain Ludwig Muller was appointed Reich Bishop. 
However, a significant minority led by the Confessional Church 
opposed state interference in church affairs. 




III 




Above: Ludwig Muller met Adolf 
Hitler in the late 1920s. A 'pious 
functionary', he was charged by 
the Nazis with applying the Fiihrer 
principle to the splintered and 
fractious elements of the 
Evangelical and Lutheran Church 
in Germany. 

Left: Reich Bishop Muller heads a 
parade of clergymen at the 
November 1933 Synod of the 
Evangelical Church. It took place 
at Wittenberg, the birthplace of 
the Reformation. Martin Luther, a 
nationalist and virulently anti- 
Semitic, would have approved of 
some of Hitler's views - but he 
would not have approved of the 
state meddling with the church. 

Right: Bernhard Licbtenberg was 
one of the few Catholic priests to 
protest the Nazi treatment of the 
Jews. His fate - arrest by the 
Gestapo, two years in prison 
followed by death on the way to 
Dachau - probably dissuaded 
other clerical protesters. 
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Above: Sophie Scholl and Christopher Probst see her brother Hans off to 
the Eastern Front in the summer of 1942. The three were students at the 
University of Munich, part of a Christian anti-government circle called 
the Weisse Rose or White Rose'. 

Below: Kurt Huber was a professor of music and psychology at Munich. 
According to Angelika Probst, "in Huber's classes you discovered that if 
you listened carefully, you realised that many of his statements were 
subtle criticisms of current conditions. Hans Schotl sought him out, and 
the Professor joined the circle of friends and became their mentor. But 
he did more than speak - he was determined to act. " 




at Stadelheim prison. After arrest 
and interrogation by the Gestapo, 
Professor Huber defended 
himself in court but he too was 
found guilty and guillotined on 
13 July 1943. 

HIGH SOCIETY 

The most effective - or perhaps, 
the least ineffective - resistance 
to the Nazis came from society's 
upper social echelons and the 
armed forces. Opposition began 
as soon as Hitler came to power 
and a small group of influential 
people formed the Kreisau Circle 
in 1933. Among its members 
were Helmuth James Graf von 
Mollke, owner of the Kreisau 
estate, and Peter Graf Yorck von 
Wartenburg. By 1943 it had 
twenty active members 
including academics, 
liberals, conservatives, socialists, 
Catholics and Protestants. 
The Kreisau Circle did not favour 
a coup d'etat against Hitler but 
planned the shape of a post-Nazi 
Germany, In January 1944 the 
Gestapo arrested von Moltke 
for warning a friend of his 
impending arrest and the circle 
was broken up. Following the 
July Plot Von Moltke was tried at 
the Volksgenchl by Freisler. The 
Nazi judge told the committed 



Christian: "The mask is off. 
Only in one respect are we and 
Christianity alike: we demand 
the whole man.'' Condemned 
to death, in the last letter von 
Moltke wrote to his wife it was 
"an inestimable advantage to 
die for something which (a) we 
really have done and which (b) 
is worthwhile". He was executed 
in Plotzensee on 23 January 1945 
at the age of thirty -seven. 

Among those in the German 
establishment who opposed the 
Nazis was Johannes Popitz, who 
ironically was highly respected 
by Hitler. Popitz, the Prussian 
minister of finance was a brilliant 
scholar and jurist, but in spite of 
being aw : arded the Goldenes 
Pcirtekibzeichan — the Golden 
Party Badge - he had a very low 
opinion of Hitler. His attitude 
moved from contempt, through 
conspiracy to overt resistance. 

MEETING HIMMLER 

With Curl Langbehn he visited 
Himmler in 1943 in an attempt to 
encourage him to support a coup 
d'etat and negotiate a satisfactory 
peace. Himmler kept his council 
and though Langbehn was later 
arrested, Popitz remained at 
liberty until the 1944 July Plot. 
Arrested and tried by a 
Volksgericht he was condemned 
to death. He was hanged at 
Plotzensee on 2 February 1945. 

While some opposition groups 
leafleted or talked in private, 
the Army officers and civil 
servants involved in what became 
known as the July Plot were 
prepared to lake direct action. 
As early as 1938 plans were 
being made for a coup d'etat 
but following the disaster at 
Stalingrad there was a realisation 
that Hitler would have to be 
killed, and this prompted two 
attempted bomb attacks in 1943. 

British-made bombs, 
constructed from plastic 
explosives, were concealed in 
a water tower at the Fiihrer's 
Rastenburg headquarters by 
Major General Helmuth Stieff. 
Stieff also provided the bomb 
that was used by von 
Stauffenberg in July 1944. 
On 13 March 1943 Major 
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Above: In 1933, Hans Scholi briefly joined the 
Hitler Youth, but quickly became disillusioned 
with the reality of National Socialism. As a 
medical student at Munich University he 
became one of a circle of like-minded friends 
who demonstrated a growing resistance to the 
ideas of the Nazi dictatorship. 



Above: Sophie Scholi joined her brother in 
resistance to Hitler and the Nazis. After 
compulsory Reichsar beitsdienst service, she 
went to Munich to study biology and 
philosophy. A devout Christian, she came to the 
conclusion that resistance was the only way an 
individual should act under a dictatorship. 



Above: Willi Graf was a devout Catholic who as 
a boy had resisted all enticements to join the 
Hitter youth. Drafted from his medical course at 
Munich, he served in France, the Balkans and on 
the Eastern front. He was one of the White Rose 
group's main sources of information about 
atrocities and genocide in Russia. 



Youth Rebellion 



THE WEISSE ROSE was the only 
serious resistance to the Nazis 
by Germany's student population. 
That is not to say that all other 
German youths were happy 
members of the Hitler Jugend- 
an increasingly large number 
of young men and women found 
the restrictions of the Nazi youth 
movements irksome. 

As a result they formed their 
own groups, like the Rhineland 
based Edelweisspiraten or 
'Edelweiss Pirates,' the Dresden 
'Mobs' and the Hamburg 



Totenkopfbande or 'Death's Head 
Gang.' Membership of such 
groups was varied: some were 
ax- Hitler jugend members passed 
over for promotion turning 
against the regime out of 
bitterness, while others were 
genuinely against the Nazis. 
Some were simply juvenile 
delinquents looking 
for excitement. 

SWING KIDS 

Many of the boys wore their hair 
long, and with their girl friends 



enjoyed American-style swing 
music, earning the name 
Swingjugend or 'Swing kids.' 
Large numbers were arrested 
in Hamburg when over 500 
met for an illegal swing festival. 

As the war progressed the 
'Swing Kids' were criminalised by 
the Gestapo, which issued new 
'Regulations to Fight Juvenile 
Cliques' in 1944. Late that year 13 
Edelweisspiraten were arrested 
in Cologne and publicly hanged - 
the youngest of the group was 16 
year old Bartholomaus Schink. 





Above: Sixteen-year-old 
Bartholomaus Schink was a 
member of the Edelweiss Pirates. 
Although started in rebellious 
reaction to the strictness of the 
Hitler Youth, by 1942 it had moved 
into active opposition. Pirates 
offered shelter to deserters, 
helped PoWs and forced labourers 
to escape, and ambushed Nazis in 
partisan-style attacks. 

Left: The Gestapo cracked down 
on youth groups in Cologne in 
December 1942, when they 
rounded up thousands of gang 
members all over the Ruhr. They 
broke the Edelweiss Pirates in 
1944, when the group's leaders 
were convicted of sabotage and 
hanged on 10 November 1944. 
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Political Plotters 

By the beginning of 1943, when it had become clear to the objective 
mind that the Third Reich had little hope of winning the war, 
German opposition to Hitler centred on three main groups. The 
Kreisau circle was a small group of high-minded Germans from all 
walks of life including who felt that the only hope for Germany was to 
depose Hitler. Among those represented were the old Prussian 
aristocracy, politicians, senior civil servants, trades unionists, 
academics and the Church. Their aim was less a coup d'etat and more 
a reform of German society. 

This was in contrast to the conservative opposition group, which 
included retired military officers like General Ludwig Beck and Field 
Marshal von Witzleben together with well-known politicians including 
Johannes Popitz and Carl Goerdeler, They met at the prestigious 
Mittwochegesellschaft or 'Wednesday Society', a scholarly association 
founded in Berlin in 1863, The rules of the society allowed discussions 
on any topic "other than the politics of the day," a restriction which 
officially remained in force after 1933 but which was in fact far from 
the truth. From the late 1930s the scholarly debates of the society 
were used by the anti-Hitler conspirators to hide their real aims, 
which were to overthrow Hitler and to form a new government. 
Below. Helmut James Graf von Molthe hosted the Kreisau circle at his 
family estate. Deeply religious and with a real social conscience, von 
Moltke's group aimed at establishing a Christian, social-democrat state 
in Germany after t/ie overthrow of Hitler. The aristocratic legal expert is 
seen here before the volk court which sentenced him to death. 




General Henning von Tresckow 
had smuggled a bomb aboard an 
aircraft flying Hitler from 
Smolensk to Rastenburg. The 
charge failed to explode because 
the detonator malfunctioned. 

ABWEHR CONNECTION 

One of the principle organisers of 
the Resistance was Hans Oster. 
a devout Christian who felt with 
some justification that the Nazis 
were anti -Christian. From 1933 
to 1943 he was Chief of Staff of 
the Afowehr, the German counter- 
intelligence service. Initially 
serving under General rCurt von 
Bredow and then under Admiral 
Wilhelm Canaris, Oster actively 
opposed the Nazis as early as 
1940, when he secretly informed 
Holland and Norway thai they 
were about to be invaded. 
In April 1943 he was suspended 
from duty and a year later 
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dismissed from the Army. He 
was arrested following the failure 
of the July Plot and executed 
along with Admiral Canaris and 
Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer at 
Flossenbiirg concentration camp 
on 9 April 1945. 

MAYOR OF LEIPZIG 

Carl Friedrich Goerdeler. jurist 
and Lord Mayor of Leipzig, was 
the senior civilian conspirator in 
the July Plot. In 1936 he had 
resigned as Mayor when after a 
trip abroad he discovered that the 
statue of Felix Mendelssohn had 
been removed by Nazi councillors 
from its position opposite the 
Leipzig Gewandhaus concert hall. 
From this date he became active 
in resistance. He visited London 
in 1938 to warn the British and 
French governments of Hitler's 
aggressive plans and to explain 
that there was a movement to 




Above: Johannes Popitz was a 
Prussian financial expert who 
drew up the provisional laws by 
which Germany would be 
governed after a successful coup. 



Above: Erwln Planck was a former 

senior civil servant who used his 
munitions business as a cover for 
a courier service between the civil 
and military opposition 



Below: Carl Goerdeler was the political head of the civilian opposition to 
Hitler. The driving force behind plans for a conservative German state 
after the coup, he was betrayed to the Gestapo in August 1944. He was 
executed early in 1945, as were Moltke, Popitz and Planck. 




overthrow Hitler. The Munich 
Agreement of September 1938 
thwarted the opposition's plans. 
Goerdeler. a man of puritanical 
ideals, would have been 
Chancellor in the Plotters' 
provisional government. 
Following the failure of the July 
Bomb Plot he evaded capture but 
was denounced by a woman 
who collected the RM I million 
reward for his arrest. In August 
after a trial before a Volksgericht 
he was sentenced to death. He 
was executed at Pldtzensee Prison 
in February 1945. 

GERMANS ABROAD 

In the years between 1 933 and 
1939 many intellectuals - both 
German and Jewish - were exiled 
from Germany. Many expressed 
their opposition to the Nazis from 
abroad by writing, broadcasting, 
lecturing and later by service in 



the armed forces of their new 
homes. Thomas Mann the 
novelist, his son Klaus and 
daughter Erika. who were 
dedicated critics of the Nazi 
regime, fled Germany. 
The Nazis cancelled their German 
citizenship and Erika married the 
poet WH Auden in order not to 
be stateless. Her School for 
Barbarians was a devastating 
expose of the Nazi education 
system. Thomas Mann went to the 
United States in 1938 and taught 
at Princeton University, while 
Klaus Mann enlisted in the US 
Army in World War II and worked 
as a correspondent for the Army 
newspaper Stars and Stripes. 

Guilt for starting World War U 
and implementing the Final 
Solution still haunts Germany, 
but the men and women who 
resisted stand as the moral heroes 
of this unhappy period. 
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Opposition 

in Uniform 

THE MOST SERIOUS ATTEMPT to overthrow Hitler, and the one 
which came closest to success, was primarily hatched on the 
Eastern Front by officers on the staff of Field Marshal Gunther Kluge, 
in alliance with an opposition group centred on senior members of 
Military intelligence - the Abwehr. Early military opposition had been 
under the control of retired Generals like Beck: these younger men 
urged direct action. Among the most important of the younger 
military conspirators were Colonel (later Generalmajori Henning von 
Tresckow - anti-Nazi since the bloodbath of the Knight of the Long 
Knives - and Colonel Claus von Stauffenberg. 

After several failed attempts, Stauffenberg managed to smuggle a 
bomb into the Fiihrer Headquarters at Rastenburg, but Hitler survived 
the blast. The July Bomb Plot failed, and retribution was swift. Even 
those officers on the very edges of the conspiracy, like Field Marshal 
Erwin Rommel, were among the hundreds killed and thousands 
arrested in the bloodbath that followed. 

Right: Initially a supporter of the Nazis, Claus von Stauffenberg quickly 
saw them for what they were, and after being severely wounded in 
North Africa became a leader of the military opposition. He placed the 
bomb in the Wolfsscha nze, and was summarily executed by Fromm. 

Right: A behless Field Marshal von Witzlehen is 
humiliated in front of the People's court. Relieved as 
supreme commander in the West in 1942, he became 
an active plotter. He would have become commander 
of the Wehrmacht had the plot succeeded. 

Below: Henning von Tresckow was one of the leaders 
of the younger, direct action faction within the 
military. With Stauffenberg he planned the 
assassination and coup attempt, but committed 
suicide when it became clear that Hitler had survived. 

Below centre: Admiral Canaris used the Abwehr as a 
tool to hamper Hitler's war plans, which he believed 
would be "the end of Germany. " He knew of the coup 
attempt, but was opposed to assassination. He was 
arrested and hanged at Flossenburg in April 1945. 

Below right: General Friederich Fromm was pivotal in 
the events of 20 July. He switched sides as soon as he 
found out Hitler had survived, arresting and killing 
some of the plotters - but was arrested himself on 
Himmler's orders and was executed in March 1945. 
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By 1945 the Nazi 
concentration 
camp system 
was massive. 
The blueprint for 
organising each 
of the hundreds 
of camps in the 
system was first 
drawn up at 
Dachau in 1933 
and 1934, by 
Theodor Eicke. 
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ON THE SPRING OF 1933 
the Nazi state was not yet 
%o well entrenched that it 
could afford to alienate 
public opinion. Opponents 
of the Nazi parry had been 
kidnapped and imprisoned in 
Dachau the moment Hitler 
became Chancellor. But the 
murders and assaults that look 
place there were quite illegal 
SturmbannfBhrer Hilmar 
Waekerle. the first commandant 
of Dachau, was investigated 
by the Bavarian authorities for 
murder. Hiinmlcr acted in June 
1933. and Wiickerle was 
removed - not for the crimes 
themselves, but for being caught. 
His replacement, the 
psychopathic 55 Oberfiihrer 
Theodor Eicke, was released 
from the psychiatric hospital at 
Wurzburg specifically for the job 



- confirmation, if any were 
needed, dial under the Nazis, 
the lunatics real!) were running 
the asylum. 

Eicke might have been a 
homicidal killer, but he was also 
a good organiser. He imposed an 
administrative system on Dachau 
that became standard throughout 
the pre-w r ar concentration camp 
system. With a few modifications-, 
it was used for all the new camps 
established from 1940. 

SPECIAL CAMP GUARDS 

Eicke was responsible to Sepp 
Dietrich, who in 1 933 was head 
of the Munich-based SS 
Oberabschnitt Stid (Southern 
Regional Administrative District) 
From the start. Eicke complained 
to Himmler that Dietrich used the 
Dachau camp as a dumping 
ground for SS personnel he 



wanted rid of. Eicke exploited 
his persona! connection with 
Himmler to outflank Hitler's 
former bodyguard and build an 
empire of his own. He begged 
Himmler to make the 
concentration camp system a 
stand-alone organisation reporting 
directly to the headquarters of 
the Reichsfiihrer SS. 

Eicke issued written orders 
for the discipline of the prisoners 
under his control. His regulations 
for the 'Maintenance of 
Discipline and Order' defined 
a predictable range of crimes 
for which the inmates could 
be punished, many of them 
receiving the death penalty. 
Prisoners could be shot not just 
for attempting to escape, but for 
political agitation or spreading 
propaganda. 

During 1933 and 1934 the 
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Above: The early Wild' concentration camps were ad hoc affairs set up 
in the immediate wake of the Nazi take over. They were run by odd 
mixtures ofSA and SS men together with local police. When Theodor 
Eicke took command at Dachau, he asked Himmler for a permanent 
formation of SS guards. That first Waehverband set the style for all 
of the units in what became known as the Totenkopfverbande. 

Right Many of the most notorious camp commandants got their 
training under Eicke at Dachau. One of the most infamous of Eicke's 
graduates was Rudolf Hoess, commandant at Auschwitz. He is seen 
here with Himmler and the IG Farben representative during the 
Reichsfuhrer's visit to the factory complex at Auschwitz tll/Monowitz. 



concentration camp guards were 
drawn from the Allgemeine SS 
and received the same pay as 
officer employees of the 
organisation. The creation of a 
specialist branch of the SS to run 
the camps dates from Eicke's 
promotion in April 1934. when 
Himmler decided to administer 
the camps directly from his own 
office. In June he appointed 
Eicke as a staff officer at his own 
headquarters, in which capacity 
he took part in the Night of the 
Long Knives. 

UNIFIED CAMP SYSTEM 

Eicke was rewarded in July hy 
receiving the title liupekteur der 
Konzentrationslager imd Fiihrer 
der SS Wachverbtinde (Inspector 
of Concentration Camps and 
leader of SS guard formations.) 
along with promotion to 



SS-Grappenfiihrer, the second 
highest commissioned rank 
in the SS. 

Eicke established his 
headquarters at No. 1 29 
Friederichstrasse, Berlin. Each 
concentration camp commander 
reported to him. Eicke's 
inspectorate reported to the 
SS Hauplmnt (Main Office), 
commanded in 1934 by 
SS Gruppenftihrer August 
Heissmeycr. Eicke's sharp 
elbows worked their usual magic, 
however, and to judge by their 
correspondence, he maintained 
a direct line to Himmler until the 
outbreak of war. Eicke shut down 
the numerous small camps 
established in the first months of 
Nazi rule by the SA. By 1935 the 
concentration camp inmates were 
confined to seven big camps: 
Dachau, Lichtenburg, 



Sachcnburg. Esterwegen, 
Columbia-Haus, Oranienburg 
and Felsbuttel. The latter four 
wcre closed in 1 936 and the 
inmates transferred to a new 
large camp at Sachsenhausen. It 
was to there that Eicke relocated 
his inspectorate headquarters in 
1939. Sachen burg was shut in 
July 1 937 and its inmates were 
sent to the new complex at 
Buchcnwald. outside Weimar. 

CAMP ORGANISATION 

By August 1937 the 
concentration camp system 
comprised four giant camps: 
Dachau, Sachsenhausen, 
Buchcnwald and the womens' 
camp at Lichtenburg. All were 
run along the lines pioneered 
at Dachau. 

Each camp was organised into 
"blocks' of 250 prisoners under 



A 
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The guards were bulky, 
bloated, with thick 
necks, round faces, 
small eyes - in short, 
they were the very 
antithesis of the Nordic 
racial ideal they praised. 
Loud and certain in their 
opinion, like cheap 
images of the Fiihrer, 
the thought never 
crossed their minds that 
they could make a 
mistake. Anyone who 
contradicted them was 
an enemy." 

Rudolf Diels 

Berlin Gestapo chief 

1933-34 
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Below: The primary aim of the Deaths Head guards was not the 
rehabilitation of the prisoners in their keeping: Eicke drummed into his 
men that the inmates were dangerous enemies of the state, who should 
be treated with total harshness and brutality. 



Above: Totenkopf guards outside the commandant's house at the Belzec 
extermination camp. By the time the Nazis put their Final Solution into 
practice, they had bred a corps of guards whose hatred and contempt 
for their prisoners let them commit mass murder without a qualm. 
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the control of an 55" Scharfiihrer 
(sergeant). The NCOs in charge 
of these blocks reported to a 
Rapporifuhrer (coordinating 
leader) who was usually a senior 
NCO (Hauptscharfiihrer or 
sergeant major). Presiding 
over the whole camp would 
be at least one detention camp 
officer {Schuf-hufilagerfiihrer). 
Additional detention camp 
officers (always commissioned 
SS officers) were appointed 
as the camps expanded. 

Camp administration was 
divided into five sections. The 
first comprised the office of the 
camp commandant, his adjutant 
and the post censorship office. 
The second was the political 
office run by a Gestapo officer 
or an official from the Kripo 
(criminal police); this included 
the record office. The camp itself 
formed the third section: 
prisoners and guards who 
presided over the barracks and 



labour gangs. The fourth section 
consisted of administrative 
offices that dealt with issues 
like prisoners' property and an 
engineering department. Section 
five was the medical section, 
commanded by the camp doctor. 

The camp commandant had 
little say in which officers and 

men he received: the quality of 
his personnel depended on his 
standing within the SS, 
Hauptstunnjuhrer (Captain) 
Rudolf Hoess, commander of 
Auschwitz, complained to his 
post-war interrogators that Eicke 
had filled the camp with officers 
who had displeased him. If so, 
it ran counter to the philosophy 
of the Totenkopfverbande 
established before the war. 

BRUTAL AND PROUD 

Eicke bred the SS-TV as a self- 
conscious elite, proud to be in 
what he told them was the 
frontline against Germany's inner 
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Above: The ultimate expression of the honor of the camp system: the 
selection ramp at Auschwitz ll/Birkenau. Men and women have already 
been separated: within minutes, the guards will select who is to live 
and work, and who is to die immediately in the gas chamber. 

(and thus most dangerous) 

enemies. He was aware of the 



Below: An overview of the camp at Ftossenburg, located 60 kilometres 
east of Nuremberg. Built to the standard layout pioneered at Dachau, 
Ftossenburg held about 1,600 prisoners in 1939. At the height of the 
war as many as 30,000 inmates crowded into the same space. 



stigma attached to guarding of 
starving, helpless prisoners and 
successfully countered this by 
intensive indoctrination. 

Under Eicke's direction, 
the concentration camps became 
factories for the SS. prisoners 
providing uniforms and 
equipment for their guards. 
Shoemakers, electricians, 
locksmiths and bakers all found 
ready employment. Eicke was 
too successful, however, and 
Himmler subordinated the 
camps" economic activities 
to the SS Verwallungsamt 
(administrative office) in 1938. 

Commanded by 
SS Gruppenfiihrer Oswald Pohl, 
this expanded enormously as the 
camp network grew to 
encompass Austria, then Poland. 
In time, slave labourers made 
everything from the deaths-head 
badges on SS uniforms to V2 



ballistic missiles. Nothing was 
wasted: Pohl's office oversaw the 
re-sale of prisoners' belongings 
and the hideous collection of 
gold-Fillings, stolen wedding 
rings and other valuables 
deposited with the Reichsbank 
on behalf of the SS, in the 
"Max Heiliger' (a cover name) 
account. Despite his access to 
such a fortune, Pohl's attempt 
to escape in 1 945 disguised as 
a farm worker failed: he was 
hanged in 1951. 

In March 1942 the 
concentration camp inspectorate 
was subordinated to Pohl's office 
as Group D of the SS Main 
Office of Economy and 
Administration, Himmler 
envisioned the concentration 
camps as giant factory complexes 
providing the war production 
desperately needed by the Reich, 
as well as the machinery for the 
extermination of those people 
deemed enemies of the state. 
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He wanted to build new factories 
on the sites, but Albert Speer 
persuaded him that this would 
be inefficient, 

SLAVE LABOUR 

Factories were established, 
but the bulk of the concentration 
camp labour force was dispersed 
to about a thousand small sites 
near existing factories. 

Below: The tailors' shop at 
Sachsenhausen, near Berlin 
Industry at the early camps was 
secondary to punishment, but 
during the war the tens of 
thousands of prisoners were seen 
as a vast pool of cheap labour. 
Conditions even improved in 
some camps, to maximise output. 



The factory owners paid the SS 
for the use of the slaves, the cash 
flowing into the Reich Finance 
Ministry via the stick}' hands of 
the SS bureaucracy. This process 
reached its peak in 1 944 with the 
creation of giant underground 
facilities at Porta Westfalica and 
at the Dora-Mittelbau complex in 
the Harz mountains. 

Eicke transferred to the 
Waffen SS in October 1939 to 
command 55 Totenkopf division, 
a motorised infantry formation 
recruited largely from the 
Totenkopfrerbcinde, He chose as 
his repiacement. his right-hand 
man Richard Gitkks. who 



remained in the post until 1945. 
SS Gruppenfiihrer Gliicks 
identified the site that became 
Auschwitz, co-located with a 
new coal and rubber plant built 
by the chemical firm I.G. Farben. 
Gliicks' fate is a mystery: the 
chief of the concentration camp 
administration was admitted to 
the naval hospital at Flenburg in 
the last weeks of the war. Some 
say it was for treatment to 
injuries sustained in an air raid, 
others allege plastic surgery to 
alter his appearance. He has 
never been seen since. One of the 
most senior SS figures to vanish 
into thin air in 1945, 56-year-old 



Above: Heinrich Himmter visits 
Dachau in January 1941. He is 
accompanied by (from right) 
Rudolf Hoess, Karl Wolff the head 
of Himmler's personal staff, Anton 
Mussert, the Dutch Nazi leader, 
and SS-Gruppenf uhrer Oswald 
Pohl, whose SS economics office 
organised the industries which 
made use of camp labour. 

Gliicks might have been run 
down by a Jewish revenge 
organisation or. less plausibly, 
to have escaped to ill-deserved 
obscurity. Claims that he worked 
for US intelligence after the war 
can be dismissed. He was a desk 
murderer; the Allies only 
wanted him to hang after 
due judicial process. 
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to one man: Theodor Eicke. After service as an army paymaster 
during World War I, he became a police inspector in Thuringia. Active 
in right-wing politics, he joined the Nazi party and the SA in 1928, 
~ wing on to the SS in 1931. In 1932 he fled the country after being 

plicated in a political bombing campaign, returning after the seizure 
. power. Nazi party rivals had him committed as a dangerous lunatic. 
Himmler had him released, and he became commandant of Dachau 
in June 1933. 

After the Night of the Long Knives in 1934, Eicke shot Ernst Rohm 
in his cell, when the SA leader refused to commit suicide. Three days 
later he was made inspector of concentration camps and SS guard 
formations and promoted to Gruppenfiihrer. Eicke developed the 
techniques later used throughout the concentration camp system, 
establishing detailed criteria for punishment. These included 
flogging, reprimands and solitary confinement. 

In November 1939 Eicke took command of the third Waffen-SS 
Division - the Toienkopf, so named because it was formed around 
a nucleus of SS camp guards. Under his command it fought in France 
and the Soviet Union. Eicke was killed in action on 26 February 1943. 

Right: Theodor Eicke as commander of the Waffen-SS Totenkopf 
division. Personally courageous. Eicke was known as 'Papa' to his men. 
It is unlikely that any of the inmates treated to his camp regime agreed. 
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Rosenberg's character and 
upbringing alienated him from 
the thuggish NSOAP leadership 
- Nazis were generally men of 
action and not big on theories ' 
and abstract ideas. The picture 
shows Rosenberg in the 
Ukraine in the summer of 1942, 
in the unpleasant company of 
Reich's Commissioner for the 
Ostland, Heinrich Lohse. 
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Alfred Rosenberg 
was the Nazi 
party's ideologue. 
An introverted 
petty-bourgeois; 
he was dull, cold, 
dogmatic and 
arrogant The 
least popular of 
the Nazi leaders, 
he united other 
senior Nazis only 
through their 
intense dislike 
of him. 
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HE LEADING 

proponent of Nazi 
race theories, Alfred 
Rosenberg was born in 
Reval (Tallinn) Estonia 
on 12 January 1893. 
the son of an Estonian mother 
and Lithuanian father. He studied 
architecture in Riga and Moscow. 
There are conflicting versions of 
how he spent the war years - 
one stales that he served with the 
Russian Army and another that 
he avoided military service by 
taking refuge in Paris. What is 
certain is that in 1918 he tied to 
Germany, possibly following the 
Russian Revolution, and a year 
later, in Munich, he was involved 
with the racial and mystical 
group the Thuie Geseilschafi - 
Thule Society. Here he started 
his writing career, commissioned 
by extreme nationalists and anti- 
Semitic extremists such as 
Dietrich Eckart His first 
pamphlet, "The Trace of Jews 



in me History of the World' was 
a foretaste of his later writings - 
verbose pseudoscientific 
nonsense. 

NAZI EDITOR 

In 1921 Rosenberg became editor 
of the Volkischer Beobactiter and 
joined the fledgling Nazi Party. 
Rosenberg also edited the 
Nationatsozialislisehe 
Monatshefte - National Socialist 
Monthly, a magazine devoted to 
propaganda for Nazi ideology. 
Max Amann, the manager of 
the Volkischer Beobaditer, 
had little lime for his editor 
whom he dubbed "the stuck- 
up crackpot ninny." 

Rosenberg reissued the 
spurious Pmtokalte der Weisen 
von Zioit or "Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion.' This further 
enhanced bis standing as a race 
theorist. Though in 1921 the 
London Times pronounced the 
Protocols a fraud and in 1935 



a court in Bern described the 
document as a forgery, the Nazis 
accepted ihem as fact and they 
were quoted by Rosenberg 
and Hitler. The Protocols were 
recommended as reading in 
schools in Germany after 1933. 

Hitler had to protect die loyal 
Rosenberg from constant attacks 
by prominent party members. 
Most did not get on with the 
humourless theoretician and 
dubbed him the 'foreigner' . 
Rosenborg was at Hitler's 1 side 
in the unsuccessful Beer- Hall 
Putsch in 1923, and whilst the 
Fiihrer subsequently languished 
in Landsberg he entrusted the 
leadership of the Nazi Party 
to Rosenberg. 

He set up the Grvssdeutsche 
Volksgemeinschafi on 1 January 
1924, which he intended as the 
successor to the oudawed Nazi 
party. By nature however, he . 
was no leader, and was quickly 
outmanouevred by Julius 
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Streieher, and was ousted by 
early summer. It was said thai 
Rosenberg was a man in whose 
hands everything became 
difficult and complicated. 

RACE THEORIST 

In 1929 Rosenberg set up the 
Kampfbund fiir Dewsche Kultur 
- Militant League for German 
Culture. Its purpose was to 
promote the beliefs of Hitler on 
the nature of German culture and 
to combat the Jewish influence 
on German cultural life. To Hitler 
all culture was the product of the 
Aryan - the race that produced 
the personalities destined to lead 
the German people. The Jews 
in contrast, who promoted 
materialism, could never produce 
culture. With Hitler setting the 
tone the Kampfbund fiir Deutsche 
Kultur accepted the principle 
of Gleiclischaltung, the 
co-ordination of all cultural 
activities in the Third Reich, 
which were to meet the standards 
of the Fiihrer. 

POSITIVE CHRISTIAN 

Rosenberg's main work, his self- 
proclaimed 'grand synthesis' was 
Der Myihus des Zwanzigsten 
Jahrhunderts - The Myth of the 
20th Century. Published in 1930, 
the book attempted to codify 
National Socialist doctrine and 
through it Rosenberg attempted 
i 'scientific' justification of the 
Nazi concept of blood and race. 
Although Rosenberg had 
laboured over the book for eight 
years, it was in essence a rehash 
of the earlier racial doctrines of 
Arthur Comte de Gobineau and 
Houston Stewart Chamberlain, 
favourites of the Thule Society. 
Rosenberg's contribution was 
an intense hatred of Christianity, 
Freemasons and Communists. 
He demanded that the "white 
race' be freed from Christianity - 
or rather the 'Etrusean-Syrio- 
J udaic- As iatic-Cathol ie 
influence.' Jesus, he asserted, was 
an Amorite Nordic, aggressive 
and courageous, a revolutionary 
who opposed the Jewish and 
Roman systems with sword in 
hand, bringing not peace but war. 
Among the philosophies 



Rosenberg's career spanned 
the entire history of the Nazi 
movement. Though deputised 
by Hitler to be responsible for 
'the spiritual and philosophical 
education of the NSDAP, the 
German Labour Front and all 
related organisations/ 
Rosenberg's real influence 
on Nazi ideology was 
very limited. 




proposed by Rosenberg 
was 'Positive Christianity", 
a transitional stage towards the 
complete rejection by Germany 
of the Catholic and Protestant 
Churches, The goal of Positive 
Christianity was to purify the 
German Nordic race, harmonise 
belief in Christ with "the laws 
of blood and soil," restore 
the old pagan Nordic values, 
and substitute the spirit of the 
hero for that of Crucifixion. 



In 1933 a union of Volkisch 
sects established the Deutsche 
Glauhenshewegung — German 
Faith movement, which actively 
promoted Positive Christianity. 
It made little headway and was 
eventually suppressed as being 
in conflict with Nazi totalitarian 
doctrine. 

BESTSELLER 

The Mythus des Zwanzigsten 
Jahrhunderts enjoyed some 



success and was beaten only by 
Mein Kampfas. the all-time Nazi 
best-seller. By December 1936 
500.000 copies had been sold. 
Hitler assured Rosenberg that 
the work was "a very intelligent 
book." but behind his back 
called it "derivative, pastiche 
and illogical rubbish! 
Bad Chamberlain with a few 
additions." Goebbels dismissed 
it as "an ideological belch." 
In 1933 Hitler sent Rosenberg 
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Above: Rosenberg (left) stands with Adolf Hitler in Munich, a week 
before the ill-fated Putsch of 8/9 November 7923. The Fiihrer, in a rare 
display of political miscalculation, placed the ill-equipped Rosenberg 
in charge of the NSDAP whilst Hitler languished in Landsberg. 

Below: The 14th anniversary of the Putsch on 9 November 1937 shows 
the leading Nazis recreating their march through the Munich streets. 
Rosenberg 12nd row, third from left}, had by this time lost his place 
within the inner circles of the Nazi party. 
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Above: There was intense rivalry between Rosenberg and Ribbentrop 
Both aspired to be Foreign Minister: neither possessed any of the 
aptitudes required for the job. Rosenberg's mission to London in 1933 
actually served to reinforce British repugnance of the Third Reich. 



to Britain to sell the image of 
Nazi Germany as a peace-loving 
country. Bui his morose manner, 
a hostile press and repeated 
public incidents made the visit 
a disaster. In 1 934 he was given 
responsibility for ideological 
training for all Nazi Party 
members, 

REICHSLOOTER' 

In 1940 Hitter tasked Rosenberg 
with "transporting to Germany 
cultural goods which appear 
valuable to you, and 
safeguarding them there." 
He set up Einsatzstab Rosenberg 
- Rosenberg Task Force - which 
set to work looting Europe's 
art treasures. 

Arguably the work of 
Einsatzstab Rosenberg was 
one of the few "successes" 
in Rosenberg's later career. 
His Baltic origins and intellectual 
arrogance isolated hi in from the 
lough south Germans that made 
up much of the leadership of 
the Nazi party. Goebbels cruelly 
nicknamed the Party ideologue 
'Almost Rosenberg' because, 
"Rosenberg almost managed to 
become a scholar, a journalist, 
a politician - but only almost." 
It summed up the contempt of 
a shrewd manipulator for a man 
who had encumbered himself 



with obscure values and 
convictions that prevented 
him being a major player in 
the battle for power within 
the Nazi leadership. 

In 1943 Alfred Rosenberg 
was made Reichsminister Jiir die 
Ostgebiete, Reich Minister for 
the Occupied Eastern Territories 
and head of the NSDAP Office 
for Racial Policies. He was to 
'Germanise' Eastern Europe. 
Sensibly Rosenberg realised that 
the Ukrainians were a potential 
ally and proposed that an 
independent satellite stale 
be formed. To his cost. Hitler 
rejected this on racial and 
economic grounds. Rosenberg 
continued to object at the reign 
of terror instituted by the 
occupation forces. He did not 
understand that to other Nazis 
'German isali on" meant the 
wholesale slaughter of the 
indigenous population, 
rather than its conversion. 

'HAY OPERATION' 

By the latter years of the war 
Rosenberg had become deeply 
implicated with die Final 
Solution, and on 12 June 1944 
he issued the Heu Aklion - the 
Hay Operation. It called for the 
kidnapping of 40.000 to 50,000 
Russians aged between ten and 
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Above: Rosenberg was appointed m > J 
Reich Minister for the Occupied Wt .- n? 
Eastern Territories on 17 November r >•' ^v 'V 
1341. Alongside these duties, • J y 
he continued to supervise the . I i * 
activities of his fliegende or 'flying '• j\ \ ', 
panel of art experts. 1 \ 
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HMto the increase in Allied ' ^™ 
bombing and the turn of the tide 

against the Reich, the plunderers II 
sought to protect their loot V '■ 'm j 
One cache was placed in a 


massive underground complex 
at Heilbrom. It was served 
by its own railway. 
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fourteen who were then shipped 
to the Reich as labourers. 

After the war Rosenberg was 
found guilty on all four counts 
at Nuremberg and sentenced 
to death. Hi.s appearance was 
unimpressive. He sal trembling, 
leaning forward in an attempt 
to follow the proceedings. 

He defended the work of 
Eimatzsldb Rvxenberg, slating 
that its aim was to protect the 
artworks rather than lo claim 
them for private collections. 
When the prosecution reminded 
him that several Dutch masters 



had been found in his home, 
Rosenberg replied that they were 
-gifts to his wife, an antique lover. 

On 16 October 1946 
Rosenberg mounted the scaffold 
looked at the chaplain, 
said nothing. In 90 seconds he 
was dead - it was the swiftest 
execution at Nuremberg. 

Right: Before the Nuremberg 
Tribunal. Rosenberg was broken 
but unrepentant. He believed that 
Hitler had been right but that his 
policies had been rail-roaded by 
psychotic elements within the 
Party. He was convicted on all four 
charges and led the march to the 
gallows, on 16 October 1946. 




Above: This was the scene in 1945 at Rosenberg's 'Institute for 
the Investigation of the Jewish Question.' The looters took not just 
works of art. but also reams of books and archival material in general. 

Left: Rosenberg's hugely inflated sense of his own importance, coupled 
with his singular lack of ability was a devastating combination. He was 
certainly too tempting a target for the talented mimic, Josef Goebbels. 



BETWEEN 1940 and 1944 
21,903 art objects of all kinds 
were brought to Germany. 
Among them were over 5.000 
paintings, including works 
by Rembrandt, Rubens, Goya, 
Gainsborough and Fragonard; 
a similar number of hand 
made objects including bronzes, 
porcelain, icons and coins; 
and 2,500 pieces of antique 
furniture. 

After the war the bulk of these 
works of art were returned to 
their owners. However disputes 
have continued into the 
21st Century over paintings 
hanging in galleries whose 
alleged former Jewish owners 
had perished in the 
sxtermi nation camps. 

To carry out his mandate, 
Rosenberg established the 



Einsatzstab Reichsleiter 
Rosenberg in the summer of 
1940. The pretext for its work - 
an excuse Rosenberg repeated 
at Nuremberg - was the 
'securing' of "abandoned Jewish 
property' for the Reich. 
The intended destination for 
the collection was however 
to be Hitler's planned post-war 
museum in Linz. 

The Einsatzstab started its 
art theft in France, I in spite of 
strong protests from the Vichy 
regime) before moving on to 
other occupied territories. 
Jewish art collections, including 
that of the Rothschilds, were 
the immediate target. Later, the 
remit was widened to embrace 
the property of "all enemies of 
the Reich." The definition was 
of course interpreted widely. 
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For five years the 
Luftwaffe and RAF 
fought without quarte 
in the night skies over 
Europe. It was a battle 
dominated by material 
resources and scientific 
innovation - a battle 
which Germany 
ultimately lost as her 
cities burned. 



*P 



Germany was defended by 
huge numbers of flak guns in 
1339. Effective as these were, 
the Luftwaffe soon realised 
that a specialised night-fighter 
force was needed to protect 
the factories, and, increasingly 
the civilian population. 
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The Junkers 88 was the 
Luftwaffe's most adaptable 
aircraft. The G-series went on to 
become Germany's most succesful 
night-fighter type. Its long 
endurance, good performance and 
plethora of electronics wreaked 
havoc among the RAF's bombers. 




IN JULY 1940. as Britain 
braced itself for a German 
invasion. British Prime 
Minister Winston 
Churchill determined to 
hit back. "There is one 
thing that will bring Hitler 
down," he wrote to Lord 
Beaverbrook, "and that is an 
absolutely devastating, 
exterminating attack by very 
heavy bombers from this country 
upon the Nazi homeland." 
Strategic bombing had been 
advocated with great passion by 
many senior officers in the RAF 
before the war. After the detent 
of France and the evacuation of 
the BEF it was the single 
offensive method left to Britain. 

NIGHT BOMBING 

Like most major powers in the 
1930s, Germany had developed 
a civil and military system to 
protect itself against air attack. 
Some 1 2 million German 
civilians had undergone limited 
training in civil defence. Pride 
of place in the defensive network 
were 2.600 anti-aircraft guns - 



more than any other nation. 
There was a chain of radar 
stations looking out across the 
North Sea, but unlike its British 
equivalent, there was no central 
command authority to coordinate 
the defending aircraft on the 
basis of the radar reports. 
German defences were 
essentially local; two special 
zones were created for the 
defence of the vital Ruhr 
industries and Berlin itself. 
Only a handful of fighter 
aircraft were involved in the 
air defence of Germany. 
The German defences 
inflicted prohibitive losses on 
daylight raids mounted by the 
RAF. British fighters were too 
short-ranged to reach Germany 
and the unescorted bombers' 
defensive armament was too 
weak to protect them. 
The British switched to night 
bombing, which was discovered 
- after a year of operations - 
to be incredibly inaccurate. 
The 1941 Butt Report exposed 
the embarrassing fact that less 
than a tenth of the bombs fell 



within three miles of their 
targets. The revelation provided 
further stimulus to those officers 
who favoured the indiscriminate 
bombing of major urban centres. 
Churchill himself stated that an 
attack on German civilian morale 
was a worthwhile objective. 
What the British thought they 
were aiming at was in any case 
irrelevant from the German point 
of view. During 1941 and 1942 
Germany was subjected to a 
succession of night raids on her 
big cities. Hitler assumed, and 
Goebbeis proclaimed, that the 
intention was 'terror bombing' 
as practised by the Luftwaffe 
on Belgrade and Rotterdam. 

IERSWRER SQUADRONS 

The Luftwaffe had a ready force 
to counter the bombers. The 
Messerschmitt Bf-1 10 Zerstiirer 
had proved too vulnerable 
to single- seat interceptors to 
continue its intended role as 
a long-range fighter. When 
Oberst Josef Kammhuber was 
selected to command the first 
dedicated night fighter wing - 



NJG or Nachtjagdgeschwader 1, 
the majority of his aircraft were 
Bf-1 lOCs. They had no specialist 
equipment and relied on the keen 
eyesight of the crew to spot 
British bombers in the eerie 
glow cast by searchlights on the 
clouds. The Bf-UO had a good 
margin of speed to overhaul any 
bomber it encountered, and a 
powerful cannon and machine 
gun armament made short work 
of the Blenheims, Whitleys and 
the other twin-engine medium 
bombers that made up the bulk 
of RAF Bomber Command. 

Additional night fighter units 
were created by re -assigning 
several Zerstiirer squadrons. 
Converted medium bombers 
were also pressed into service: 
Domier Do 1 7s and Do 2 1 5s, 
as well as the ubiquitous Junkers 
Ju 88 were fitted with cannon in 
the nose or in gunpods beneath 
the fuselage. 

The aircraft were painted 
black all over, which was 
believed to be the most effective 
camouflage at night. It seems 
logical, but it was wrong. Werner 
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Left: An RAF Halifax heavy- 
bomber in silhouette against 
target indicators over France in 
July 1944. The RAF's Bomber 
Command (BCI had left the 
daylight skies to the United States 
Air Force. However, ft continued to 
suffer heavily. During WWII BC lost 
8,325 aircraft and 58,000 crew. 



Below: A Luftwaffe armourer 
services the four 7.9mm MG 17 
machine guns of a Messerschmitt 
Bf 1 10, Clearly displayed is the 
Machtjager universal symbol, 
designed by Victor Molders, which 
was adopted by all within the 
Luftwaffe s night-fighter arm. The 
badge consisted of a flash of red 
lightning striking at Southern 
England, with a white diving 
falcon superimposed. 




Streib, Geschwaderkommodore 
of NJG 1, had his Ju 88 painted 
pale grey and later flew an 
almost white-coloured He 219. 
Mottled grey camouflage 
schemes proved better than 
black, which tended to reflect the 
glow of fires and searchlights and 
show up clearly against clouds. 

The newly formed night 
fighter units were coordinated 
by a radar system perfected by 
Kammhuber. who was promoted 
'Air Officer for Night fighters* 
on the Luftwaffe staff. A chain 
of Wurzburg radar stations ran 
from Denmark to Paris, with 
the coverage of each set 
slightly overlapping that 
of its neighbours. 

I'p to half-a-dozen fighters 
could orbit the radio beacon 
co-located with the radar sets, 
although it was often only one. 
Radar operators plotted the 
movement of 'their" fighter with 
a blue light on a frosted-glass 
screen; others used a red light to 
chart the course of the bomber. 

The fighter control officer 
watched both flight paths, 
marking them in crayon and 
relaying instructions to the 
fighters. Vectored on to their 
target, the fighter either shot 
down the bomber or it was 
passed on to the next station 
along for the next team to deal 
with. To the Germans, the system 
was known as the Himmethen 
( Heavenly Bed ). but the British 
knew it as the Kammhuber Line. 

KAMMHUBER LINE 

The night fighters took a steady 
loll ol RAF bombers as they 
made their way. individually, 
to and from their targets. 
The bombers 1 defensive 
armament was weak - one or 
two .303 machine guns was 
usually all they could bring to 
bear against an opponent armed 
with 20 mm cannons. 

From July 1941. German 
fighters began to carry radar 
of their own. The FuG 202 
Lichtcnstein set could delect 
aircraft at up to 4(X)0 metres. 
This proved an effective 
supplement to the ground radar, 
despite reducing aircraft speed. 
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uffer is seen here 
October 1944 
having been awarded the 

J Diamonds to his Knight's 
Cross with Oak Leaves 
and Swords. The tribute 
was awarded for his 
100th kill. Dubbed the 
'night ghost' by the 
British, Scfmaufer 
achieved all of his 
I victories in a 
Messerschmitt Bf 1 10. 
He served with Nacht- 
Ja gdgesch wadern 1 and 4. 
His final tally stood at 121 nocturnal victories 
when he was captured in Denmark by the British in May 1345. 



Right: Helmut Lent was a career 
pilot. Joining the Luftwaffe in 
1937, his first victory came in a 
Zsrstorer on 2 September 
1939. He joined the embryonic i 
night-fighter arm when 1 

refused a request to transfer J 
to single-seater fighters. a 

With a final tally of 110 
victories leight by day! he 
led the night-fighting 
Experten through most of 
the war. Hitler had been 
impressed by Lent on the 
occasions that the y met, 
and had ear-marked him 
for the post of Inspector 
Of Night Fighters. But i 
fate intervened and I 

Lent was killed in 1944 f 
on a routine flight to a j 
neighbouring airfield, f . 



Below: Single-" 
were unsuited 
early types of i 
fighting. Pilots caught 
in a search-light could be 

ded and directionless for minutes. 

Messerschmitt Bf 110 was much better, as 

navigator could take over if the pilot was disorientated. 

< aircraft also needed a new role after its mauling by day in 1940. 
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Heim 

Wittg 

Gruppenkommai. 

IV/NJG S, is pictured with 

his Junkers 88 on the 

Eastern Front in the 

summer of 1943. Of the I 

29 kills displayed on the I 

tail, 24 are for RAF 

aircraft - the remainder 

for Soviet machines. 

Linked bars represent multiple 

victories on the same night. Though killed 

eighteen months before the war's end, the Danish-bom 

aristocrat - descendant of a famous Russian field marshal - remained 

the Luftwaffe's third highest scoring ace with S3 kills. 



Right: Werner Streib, f 

dubbed 'the father of the 
Night-Fighters' for his I 
pioneering efforts in the \ 
, field of all-weather 
interception, was the 
sixth-highest scoring 
night fighter ace with SS 
victories. He claimed the I 
night fighter arm's first 
victory in German airspace, l 
on 20 July 1940, and was 
the second Nachtjager to be 1 
awarded the Knight's Cross. ! 
In June 1943, he was 
appointed technical advisor to 
Ernst Heinkel to assist in the 
development of the He 219 and 
was the first to use one of 
these new craft in combat. On 
his first sortie he shot down 
five bombers in half an hour. 
After the war he joined the 
reformed Luftwaffe, and went 
on to command a flying school 
in Ladsberg. 



Below: German night fighters caught in the open by day were , 
for the Allied single-seaters which roamed the length and breadth 
Germany during the final year of the war In this gun-camera picture, a 
Ju 88C weaves desperately in an unsuccessful attempt to escape a P-S1. 
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Left: Night fighter 
tactics by necessity 
differed from those 
employed by day 
fighters. Given 
visibility problems it 
was vitally important 
to get a kill on first 
contact. In 13*1 
Rudolf Schdnert of 
NJG1 came up with 
the concept of 
upward-firing cannon, 
but these were not 
finally introduced until 
1343, when fitted to 
Bf 110s of NJG5. The 
guns were fixed at an 
angle of 70' from the 
horizontal. Now the 
fighter only had to 
keep station below 
the unprotected belly 
of the target and open 
fire. Known as 
Sctirage Musik - 
'Slanting' or 'Jazz' 
music -the system 
proved highly 
effective, eventually 
being fitted as 
standard to every type 
of night fighter. 



Above: The Ju 88C-series was conceived of as both a Zerstorer and 
Nachtjager, with fixed forward-firing armament in a solid nose. 
Eventually some 3200 were delivered exclusively for the night-fighting 
arm. The dummy glazed nose was intended to confuse enemy 
interceptors into thinking the heavily-armed aircraft a bomber. 

Below: During the early part of the war German night-fighters often 
operated over flak-defended areas, with the occasional inevitable loss. 
One such was this crash-landed Bf 110. 




Kammbuber's system had 
limitations. When the new chief 
of Bomber Command. 
Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur 
Harris, launched his ' 1000 
bomber raid' on Cologne in 
May 1942. the bombers flew 
in a dense stream; all aircraft 
attacking within a 90 minute 
period. The Kammhuber Line 
was swamped. Airborne radar 
assumed greater importance for 
the night fighters from then on. 

WINDOW OPENS 

There was one way of disabling 
German radar both on the 
ground and in the air, but neither 
side dared use it. Strips of metal, 
cut to half the wavelength of a 
radar set would flood the screen 
with thousands of echoes, 
effectively blinding it. German 
research had been halted when it 
was realised that it would confer 
a once-only advantage: with the 
secret revealed, the other side 
would use it too. But by summer 
1 943. with little serious German 
bomber force to fear, the British 
felt confident enough to unleash 
this novel weapon, code -named 
'window". 

On the night of 24-5 July 
1943, 791 bombers attacked 
Hamburg. As the bomber stream 
entered German airspace, 
they released millions of strips 
of tin foil, 270 mm long, which 
cascaded down to leave a fuzzy 
mess on the Wurzburg and 
Lichtenstcin radar screens. 
German reaction to the 
Hamburg raid was imaginative, 
but late. Bomber pilot Obersi 
Hajo Herrman established three 
squadrons of single-seat fighters 
to supplement the dedicated 
night fighters. Lacking radar, 
they relied on a continuous 
commentary relayed over 
multiple channels by 
radars operating on different 
wavelengths. These Wide Sau 
(Wild Boar) operations were 
incorporated into an integrated 
defence of the Reich, 
Luftflotte Mitte. 

Belatedly, the Germans had 
recognized that the US daylight 
bomber campaign was not a 
temporary phenomenon. 



The Allied 'Combined Bomber 
Offensive' confronted Germany 
with a serious problem. It was 
more than 'terror bombing' : 
it systematically tore the heart 
out of German industry. 

Whereas the German heavy 
bomber programme had been 
cancelled on the eve of the war, 
the British persevered. 
From 1942 Halifax and Lancaster 
four engine bombers replaced 
the earlier types. Flying at greater 
altitudes and carrying heavier 
bombloads, they inflicted 
considerably more damage; 
with the introduction of 
aluminised explosive in 1944 
the effects were even greater. 

Factories established by Albert 
Speer to galvanize Germany's 
sluggish war industries weTe 
destroyed; surviving operations 
had to be dispersed. For the night 
fighter force the consequences 
were severe. Its numbers 
remained static at 300-400 
aircraft, while the British 
and American bomber fleets 
repeatedly staged raids by 
twice as many bombers. 

ELECTRONIC WARFARE 

The Luftwaffe's maintenance and 
repair units were overstretched 
and would remain so. Airborne 
radar sets were even more 
temperamental - Germany lost 
the world's first 'electronic 
warfare" battle. German airborne 
radar had only a fraction of the 
scientific resources applied to 
it as Allied electronic systems. 
Allied radar sets were superior 
and their electronic counter- 
measures more effective. 
The SERRATE system enabled 
British night intruders to track 
the German night fighters by 
their radar emissions. The later 
PERFECTOS system triggered 
German IFF transponders, 
providing the British with the 
target's bearing and range. 

The intruders - Beaufighters. 
then Mosquitos - turned the 
hunters into the hunted. Wing 
Commander Bob Brabham took 
some significant scalps in his 
29-victory career. Flying a 
Beaufighter VIF in 1943. he 
accounted for three German aces 
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Nothing could stem the tide of ever- 
growing numbers of Allied bombers, 
The Luftwaffe, stretched on all fronts, 
could sometimes blunt but never stem 
the Allied strategic bombing campaign. 
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Above: The Bf 110's offensive armament increased considerably during 
the war. Originally armed with two cannon and four machine guns, late- 
war weapons fit might include as many as six forward-firing cannon, 
with two upward-firing Schrage Musik guns in the rear fuselage. 

HE GREATEST PROBLEM faced 

by a night-fighter crew was 
haw to find your target. 
The Luftwaffe attempted several 
different techniques to maximise 
the chances of making a contact. 
Before the radar defence line, 
established by Josef Kammhuber 
coud have any real effect, 
a fighter's chances of hitting 
a bomber stream were based 
on an educated guess. In 1940/41 
many units simply operated in the CTLt ~ * 
sky over a suspected target area, 
and used the light offered by a full 

moan or a search-light battery to 1 /=r Jf 

home in. The chances of making 
an interception were slim, and 
the dangers to the aircrew great. 
In 1943 with the Kammhuber 
Line paralysed by Operation 
Window, Herman Goering gave 
the go-ahead for Major Hajo 
Hermann's 'Wilde Sau' plan to Above: For most of the war, the 

create a large force of roaming primary method of night air 

single-engined fighters, defence required the use of 

Desperate times called for searchlights, usually grouped into 

desperate measures - ^"Z'** £'"*' ( ° ESSLi 

. C. , » _. _ . targets for huge numbers of anti- 

tndependent of any ground aircraft guns ln 1939 more rta „ 

control, they were free to attack two-thirds of the Luftwaffe's 

bombers as they found them. manpower served in the Flak arm. 



Above: A rare gun-camera image shows the destruction of a British 
twin engined bomber. The date is unknown, but predates the second 
'1,000 bomber' raid on Cologne (1/2 June 19421, as the pilot of the 
interceptor was killed in that action. 
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Above: To help night fighters find 
their way over a blacked-out land, 
a number of visual aids were 
introduced. One was to identify 
major cities by search light 
configurations mixed with 
starshells of prearranged colours. 
Nuremberg employed three 
vertical beams, side-by-side. 



Above: The Wilde -Sau or "Wild 
Boar' night-fighting technique 
called for fighters without radar, 
but with extra fuel, to operate 
over the RAF bomber target area- 
Pilots relied on searchlights to pick 
out a victim. Pilots were often 
blinded by the lights or shot down 
by friendly fire. 
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Above: The end of the line: a view of Grove airfield in Denmark, as 
recorded on 9 May 1945 by the British. Junkers Ju 88s of NJG 3 are 
parked with their propellers removed and canopies and engines covered. 
A number of Messerschmitt Bf 110s can also be seen, together with 
standard Ju 88 bombers. 

Below: Searchlights and flak reach up to a damaged British bomber 
which turns back over a German city with one engine on fire. A crippled 
bomber, as a straggler, was a particularly easy target for night fighters. 
But the possibility of limping back to safety was always better than the 
certainty of death or capture which came with baiting out. 




from NJG I : Hauptmann August 
Gciger (53 kills), Oberfeldwebel 
Georg Kraft ( 14 kills) and 
Feldwebel Heinz Vinke (54 kills). 
Mosquitos proved even deadlier, 
accounting for 249 German 
aircraft, including 83 Bf-1 10 
night fighters, for the loss of 
84 of their own to all causes, 

NIGHT FIGHTER BY DAY 

The night fighter force suffered 
a steady stream of casualties. 
Even if a night fighter crew failed 
to find a British bomber, they 
might equally well fail to find 
their own airfield. It was all 
too easy, in the excitement of 
an interception, to stray over 
a flak concentration. There were 
inevitable instances where night 
fighters were shot down by other 
night fighters, although such 
'friendly fire' errors became less 
common once the British twin- 
engined bombers were replaced 
by four engined types. Landing 
accidents and mid-air collisions 
accounted for others. 

One avoidable source of 
losses was Goering's insistence 
on sending up specialist night 
fighters against daylight raids. 
Stung by Hitler's criticism, 
he forced the Ncichtjagd to 
take part in the interception 
of particularly heavy raids by 
the US 8th Air Force. Gun 
camera footage of delighted P-47 
pilots record the last moments 
of a number of Bf 1 10s and 
Ju 88s that stood little chance if 
caught by single-seater fighters. 

WEAPONS UPGRADE 

In early 1943 the Nachijagd 
strength comprised 310 
Messerschmitt Bf 1 10s. 
80 Junkers Ju 88s and ten 
Dornier Do 217s. The Bf 1 10F 
had been supplanted by the G 
model, specifically designed for 
nightfighting. Its DB 605B 
engine provided more power to 
compensate for the weight and 
drag of the radar set; double 
dampers reduced the telltale 
glow of their exhausts. 
Since inexperienced crews often 
opened fire at long range, giving 
the bomber a chance of evading, 
and attacks from below were 



easier as the bombers could 
seldom bring their defensive 
armament to bear, the" Germans 
reinvented an idea from the First 
World War. Dubbed Schriige 
Musik (Jazz music) the 
installation consisted of one 
or two 20 mm cannon in the 
fuselage, angled to fire upwards. 
By 1944 over 50 per cent of the 
kills were being scored with this 
system. The bombers never 
realized they were under attack 
until it was too late. Schriige 
Musik proved so successful 
it was even mounted on some 
Focke-WulfFW189 
reconnaissance aircraft, pressed 
into service as night fighters 
at the end of the year. 

EXPERTEN 

The German Moskitojager, the 
wooden Focke-Wulf Ta-154 was 
a disappointment and the 
controversial Heinkel He 219 
was cancelled after a very short 
production run, but there was 
one German aircraft capable of 
challenging de Havilland's 
'wooden wonder." The first jet 
Nachtjagdgeschwader was 
established in December 1944, 
using Messerschmitt Me-262s. 
Most were single seaters without 
radar, but a few appeared in 
1945 sprouting Neptun radar 
aerials and some two- seat 
versions saw combat in the 
closing months of the war. 
The Me-262 was handicapped by 
its speed: as contacts took place 
at relatively close range, the jets 
had little time to take aim and 
fire before they overshot. 
Perversely, the Mosquito's own 
speed made it vulnerable to the 
Me-262s which did not 
experience this problem when 
intercepting one of them. 

As with day fighter 
operations, a tiny fraction of 
night fighter pilots inflicted most 
of the losses. The top 20 aces 
accounted for 1 .245 bombers 
between them: 17% of the kills 
claimed by the Nachtjagd over 
the course of the war. 
Two pilots, Heinz- Wolfgang 
Schnaufer and Helmut Lent 
scored over 100 kills; 23 others 
shot down 50 or more bombers. 
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During the Hamburg raids on 24/25 July 
1943 the RAF unleashed its latest secret 
weapon in the radar war. 700 bombers 
released 46,000 bundles of small aluminium 
strips. Known as Window' they completely 
paralysed the German radar system. 






: 



General major Josef 
Kammhuber, a tremendous leader 
and organiser, was given the 
impossible task of clearing the 
skies of Allied bombers. Goering 
made him the scapegoat for the 
destruction of Hamburg in 1943. 
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Left: The 'Kammhuber-Kinos' IKammhuber's Cinemas) were 
largely staffed by Luftwaffe helferinnen. They were responsible 
for providing an up-to-the-minute display of aircraft dispositions, 
on a huge map to the front of the room. From this information 
controllers directed interceptors onto the bomber streams. 

Centre left: A Ju 88 with an early type of Lichtenstein radar. 
Alongside the Kammhuber Line, the Luftwaffe sought to explore 
the possibilities of on-board radar. This would make the night- 
fighter much less dependant on ground control, with its own 
ability to track and intercept bombers. 

Below left: Day and night operations were controlled at 
Jagddivision (fighter division) level from massive bunkers such 
as this one in Stade, northern Germany. General of Day Fighters 
Adolf Galiand called them 'Battle Opera Houses' due to their 
tiered interior lay-out. 

Right: The Himmelbett control stations tracked both the target 
and intercepting aircraft. The Wurzburg-Reise units (below right) 
tracked single aircraft, while the Freya radar tower, with a range 
of 160 km provided a bigger picture. The problem was that one 
radar could only guide one fighter. Such a system was easily 
swamped as the British launched larger and larger raids. 
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The FW 190A-1s reached the 
front line in mid-1941 and was 
in action against the RAF by 
September. The performance 
advantage enjoyed by the 
Germans was only finally 
eclipsed by the arrival of the 
North American PS 1 Mustang, 
two years later. 



The FW 190 was 
the most 
complete fighter 
produced by any 
side during 
WW2. Quick, 
manoeuvrable 
and versatile, 
its introduction 
came as a major 
shock to British 
airmen when 
they first 
encountered the 
aircraft over 
France in 1941. 
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Focke- Wulf Fw 190 
BUTCHER-BIRD 



QHE FOCKE-WULF 
Fw 190 was first flown 
on 1 June 1939 and 
entered service with 
the Luftwaffe in August 
1941. By the close of the war the 
Luftwaffe had received 16,724 
aircraft of all types, placing it 
second only to the Bf 1 09 as the 
most extensively produced 
aircraft in the Third Reich. 

The Fw 190 was designed 
as a response to a development 
contract for a new single seat 
fighter placed in the autumn of 
1937by the Reichstuftfahrt- 
ministerium - RLM, or Reich 
Air Ministry - with Focke-Wulf 
Flugzeughmt. The first prototype 
flew on 1 June 1939. Engine 
changes followed and the first 
production model, the 
Fw 190A-1, began to leave the 
assembly lines in Bremen and 
Hamburg late in 1 940. 

CHANNEL DASH 

The first aircraft were delivered 
to a Jagdstuffel based at 
ie Bourget in May 1 94 1 and 
during the summer the fighter 
appeared in action with 
Jagdgext -invader IJG1 26 
commanded by Adolf Galland. 
Fw 190s clashed with RAF' 
Spitfires on 27 September 1941 
and in the action the RAF lost 
three aircraft. It was not until the 
Spitfire IX entered service almost 
a year later that the Fw 190 was 
seriously challenged. The Fw 
190A-1 earned the unofficial 
name of Wiirger - Butcher Bird, 

The fighter saw its first major 
deployment providing air cover 
for the battle cruisers 
Scharnhorst and Gneisenau and 
heavy cruiser Prinz Eugen in 
Operation Cerberus/Doimerkeil - 
the Channel Dash of 
12-13 February 1942. The 190s 
of JG26 shot down six Fatrey 
Swordfish torpedo bombers that 
attempted to attack the warships. 

Over the next two years, Fw 
190s appeared in increasing 
numbers on ail major fronts, 
from the Arctic and Russia to the 
Mediterranean. In the defence of 
the Reich, the Fw 190A-5/U2 
night fighter was fitted with anti- 
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dazzle screens and flame shrouds 
over the exhausts and employed 
in Wilde Scm -Wild Boar tactics. 
Wilde Sau was a form of free 
lance night fighting co-ordinated 
with searchlights and was 
employed by JG 300, formed in 
July 1 943. and subsequently by 
JG 301 and JG 302. 

FIGHTER BOMBERS 

In the west, 1 90s were used over 
the beaches of Dieppe in August 
1942 and in 'hit and run' raids 
against targets in southern 
England. In these operations Fw 
190 Jabos - fighter bombers — of 
JG26 attacked railway yards, 
factories and gasometers and 
claimed six coastal vessels. The 
installation of underwing drop 
tanks in September allowed the 
aircraft to fly deeper into 
southern England. 

The Fw 190A-4/Trop was 
a tropicaltsed version of the 
fighter designed for use in the 
Mediterranean. It had filters for 
its engine intakes to screen out 
dust. The aircraft had a rack for a 
250 kg bomb under the fuselage. 
The Fw 190A-5/ U15 was an 
experimental torpedo tighter that 
was fitted with a rack for a 1 ,000 
kg LT 950 torpedo. The A-5/U16 
was a special bomber destroyer 
version with 30 mm MK 108 
cannon deployed. For flight 
training the Fw 190A-8/U1 was 
developed, this two seater first 
flew on 23 January 1944 

RAF WINDFALL 

The RAF were able to assess 
their new enemy in a less hostile 
environment when on the 
evening of 23 June 1942 
Oberleutnam Am in Faber, the 
adjutant of HI/JG2. landed his 
Fw 190A-3 at RAF Pembrey. 
The nine aircraft of Faber's 
StaffelhaA been in combat with 
Spitfires of the Exeter-based 
Polish Wing returning from a 
strike on Morlaix airfield. Faber 
may have mistaken the Bristol 
Channel for the English Channel 
- before he landed he made a 
series of victory roles over the 
airfield. The aircraft was rushed 
to Farnborough for evaluation 
and some of the design features 



were incorporated into the 
Hawker Tempest. 

About a year later an Fw 
I90A-4 in a temporary matt- 
black finish landed at RAF West 
Mailing following a night 
intrusion mission. Eventually the 
RAF had three Fw 190s that 
were operated as part of the 
"RAFwaffe". This was a 'flying 
circus' of captured enemy aircraft 
known as Flight 1426 that * as 
based at Collyweston. a satellite 
airfield of RAF Wittering. 

The Fw 1 90B was a high- 
altitude interceptor powered by 
a 1,800 hp Daimler-Benz DB " 
603 liquid cooled engine. 
Six prototypes were built and 
the big belly-mounted Focke- 
Wulf turbo- superchargers earned 
it the nickname Kiingunih - 
Kangaroo. A four-bladed 
propeller made efficient use of 
the additional power, and 
heights in excess of 1 3,000 
metres were reached on test. 

LANGNOSE 

The introduction of the superb 
Fw 190D led to the abandonment 
of the high-altitude program me. 
The Fw 190D entered service in 
1944. and its 1 ,770hp Junkers 
Jumo213A-l in line engine - 
much longer than the compact 
BMW radial of the A-series 
earned it the nickname Langnase 
- Long Nose. 

Large numbers of Fw 1 90Ds 
were used in Operation 
Boclenplane or Baseplate, the 
Luftwaffe's final fling - a 
desparate and futile attack on 
Allied airfields in Belgium and 
Holland in January 1945. Though 
production remained high in 
1944 and even into 1945. many 
of the new aircraft remained 
grounded due to lack of fuel. 

STUKA REPLACEMENT 

The Fw : 1 90F and G were close- 
support and ground attack 
variants of the fighter. The 'F' 
model entered service in the 
winter of 1942-43, replacing the 
vulnerable Ju 87 in day, and 
later night, ground-assault 
Crtippen. 

Fw 190Fs operated mainly 
on the Eastern Front, supporting 





Above: Although not possessing 
the outward elegance of its rival, 
the Fw 190 was found to be 
superior to the RAF's Spitfire Mk 
V in most respects. Only with the 
hasty introduction of the faster 
Spitfire Mk IX did the British 
acquire an aircraft to match the 
German fighter. So great was the 
German respect for the Spitfire 
that all Fw 190s constructed in 
1941 were ear-marked for France 
and the Channel coast. Luftwaffe 
units on the eastern front had to 
wait for almost a year to receive 
the new type. 

Left: The first combat-ready 
Fw 190s, were armed with four 
machine guns, and were 
criticised for lacking punch. Even 
so, their performance advantage 
enabled them to get the better of 
the RAF. The 190A-2 was up- 
gunned with two-wing mounted 
20-mm MG FF cannon and two 
MG 17 guns. 
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Weapons Carrier 




Above: In spite of its modest size, the Fw 190 was capable of carrying a 
diverse and heavy load of weaponry. This included the ability to deploy 
a full-sized naval torpedo. The craft pictured here is the A-5/UU, 'W is 
short for Umriist-Bausatze or 'conversion kit'. 

Below: The Fw 190F was a ground-attack version of the basic A : type, 
and was equipped with extra armour to provide protection against light 
anti-aircraft fire from the ground. Seeing service particulariy on the 
Eastern Front, this example carries eight 50kg bombs. 



Above: Jagdbamber mrt vergrosserter Reichweite was the official name 
for extended range fighter-bomber variants of the 190, universally 
shortened to 'Jabo-Rei'. This prototype Fw 190A-S/U-13 carried only two 
guns, a reduced weapons load, and two 300 litre fuel tanks, 

Below: The Pulk-Zerstorer was designed to disrupt USAAF bomber 
formations and was successfully used during the Schweinfurt raid of 14 
October 1943. The pilot would fire the underwing 21-cm mortars at a 
bomber box, and then supporting fighters would move in for the kill. 





German withdrawals. 
They were also employed in 
smaller numbers in the 
Mediterranean and Italian 
campaigns in daylight actions 
against USAAF bombers over 
Germany, and in France. Fw 
I90s were heavily committed 
against the Normandy landings 
in 1944, Fw 190 As equipping 
the veteran JGs 2 and 26, while 
about 75 Fwl90Fs and Gs were 
used by Schlachtgeschwader 
SG 4 and SG 10. 

Though there was a vital need 
for ground attack aircraft in 
Western Europe, the Luftwaffe 
high command was obliged to 

Left: Fw ISOGs of\ Gruppa, 
Schlachtgeschwader 2 
immelmann'. Pictured in mid- 
1343, these aircraft were to play 
an important role in the German 
summer offensive at Kursk, 
alongside the slow and 
vulnerable Ju 87 Stuka they were 
to replace. 



deploy nearly 600 Fw 1 90s on 
the eastern Front in anticipation 
of the Red Army's summer 
1944 offensive. 

PAHZERBUTZ 

The Fw 190F was armed with 
2 cm cannon and 13 mm 
machine guns. It could carry 250 
kg, 500 kg. L0OO kg. 1,800 kg 
bombs, as well as SD-2 and SD- 
4 cluster weapons - the latter 
with a shaped-charge war head 
for use against tanks. In the final 
stages of the war they were 
armed with the 8.8 cm 
Panzerschreck and Pan-erblitz 
rocket projectiles for anti- 
armour attacks. 

The Fwl90G actually 
appeared earlier than the 'F' 
series. It was fitted with bomb 
racks as standard and had the 
fuselage machine guns deleted. 
Its operational debut was in the 
final stages of the Tunisian 
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Long-Nose 

ALTHOUGH ON rTS DEBUT in 1941 the Fw 190 was the fastest, most 
formidable fighter in the world, its performance fell away at higher 
altitudes, and was inferior to that of the Spitfire above 7000 metres. 
Once the Americans joined the war, it became clear that the Luftwaffe 
was going to need high altitude fighters to counter growing USAAF 
bomber strength. After initial experiments with superchargers, Berlin 
ordered Kurt Tank, the 190s designer and technical director at Focke- 
Wulf, to use the Junkers Jumo 213A engine - 
which had actually been developed for the 
Heinkel 111 bomber. 

The Fw 190D was first delivered to combat 
units in August 1944. Tank had little faith in it - 
the 1900 was only meant to be a stop-gap 
before Tank's favoured Ta 152 could come on 
line. But after initial reservations Luftwaffe pilots 
raved about the new type, considering it the 
best fighter in the air force, A match for any 
Allied fighter that it encountered, the Dora was 
restricted only by lack of fuel and the shortage 
of trained pilots. Many of the Fw 190Ds were 
wasted in low-level roles such as protecting Me 
262 jets when taking off and landing. 





Left: Dipl-lng Kurt 
Waldemar Tank, the 
man behind the 
original Fw 190 design, 
was the Technical 
Director and chief of 
flight testing at Focke- 
Wulf. 



Above: The first attempt to boost 
the Fw 130s high-attitude 
performance was the Fw 190B 
which had a turbo-boosted 
BMW radial, followed by the 
Fw 190C seen 
here. The 'C 
model featured 
a Daimler-Benz 
DB603 engine, 
a four blade 
propeller and a 
massive 







in April JS44 a US Army pilot engaged an aircraft which he report 
an Fw 190 with a long nose. It became known as the Schnozzle' after 
Schnozzle Durante, the nasally unchallenged American comic. 



campaign in North Africa and in 
the Battle of Kursk in July 1943, 

The Fw]90 pedigree lived 
on in the Focke-Wulf Ta 152H- 
1 high altitude fighter. It was in 
effect an improved Fw I90D, 
but its new designation was a 
tribute to the designer of the Fw 
190, Professor Dipl. Ing. Kurt 
Tank. The first aircraft reached 
front line squadrons in 1945 
and were used in defence of 
Me 262 bases. 

FOCKE-WULF ACES 

Some of the 302 victories scored 
by Major Gerhard Bark horn 
were scored flying a Fw 190; 
Oberleutnani Otto Kittel ranked 
up most of his 267+ victories in 
an Fw 1 90A.-5; Major Walter 
Nowotny scored some of his 258 
kills while flying a Fw 190 with 
JG 54 Grunherz, Nowotny 
would eventually be protected 
by Fwl90D fighters when he 



commanded the Me 262 
equipped Jagdgeschwader 7, 
Kommando Nowotny in ] 945. 

Hans-Ulrieh Rudel is best 
known as a Stuka pilot, but he 
also flew Fw 190s. Most Stuka 
pilots were withdrawn from the 
Eastern From to learn the new 
aircraft, but Rudel taught himself 
on the new fighter bomber while 
continuing to fly operational 
sorties in his Stuka, "I finish up 
my seif-training," he wrote, "by 
going out straight away on one 
or two sorties in the frontal area 
with the new type and feel quite 
safe with it." It is a tribute to a 
fine aircraft from the greatest 
ground attack pilot in history. 



Fw 190 operations in the East 
were assisted by the poor early 
training of Soviet air crews. 
Although later Lavochkin and Yak 
fighters could match the 190 at 
low level, few Soviet aircrew 
could match German pilot skills. 
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Nuremberg, on W September 
1934. Reichsarbeitsfiihrer 
Konstantin Hierl watches as ^ 
50,000 members of the Raichs 
Labour service parade in front of 
their Fiihrer. Hierl, a former army 
colonel, wears his World War I 
decorations on his RAD uniform. 
The golden spade on his arm 
shield was only worn by Hierl 
and senior members of the 
Reich leadership of the RAD. 
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HF, ORIGINS of the 
Nazi labour service 
date back Lo 1931. 
when the Weimar 
government 
established the 
Fiv i u ■/ Uige r Arte itsdieu.il 
or Volunteer labour service. 
It was designed to provide 
national coordination for the 
large number of local work 
projects established to fight 
unemployment in the laic 1920s. 
Nazi Parly member KonsLantin 
Hierl became head of the new 
organisation. 

NAZIFICATION 

In 1 933 the organisation was 
renamed the National Socialist 
labour service or NSAD. 
becoming the more familiar 
RAD or Reichsarbeitsdienst a 
year later. In 1935. a six months 
service with Ihe RAD became 
compulsory lor all males 
between ihe ages of 1 8 and 25. 
Before the war the RAD took 
part in large scale labour 
projects: once war broke out its 
primary function was to provide 
the We him adit with logistics 
and construction support. 



Above: In keeping with the working ethic of the HAD, 
the organisation's official blade arm was an axe-like 
'hewer' rather than a dagger or a sword. The non- 
commissioned version seen here had staghorn grips; 
the officer's version was slimmer, with a more 
stylised eagle's head top and ivorine hand grip plates. 



Below: A photo album of the type sold in the 
canteens of all German services. Generally well- 
made, they carried the symbol of the particular 
service embossed on their covers. This RAD album 
was owned by a female member, and is shown with 
a sleeve diamond and membership-brooch. 



^ 








■jtk- 
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in 1929. He was appointed Reichsarbeitsfiihrer in 1935 when labour service 
became compulsory. The epaulette is one of the Third Pattern insignia, 
introduced in 1942. The collar patch was worn only by Hierl and the 
Genera la rbeitsfiihrer. Arbeitsfiihrer wore the same pattern patch in silver. 



worn by female leaders in Arbeitsgau IX, which covered 
Brandenburg West, and Arbeitsgau XVIII, which 
administered Niedersachsen-Ost. Beneath is a basic 
Silvered RAO membership brooch. 







In common with most German uniformed organisations, 
when travelling by car senior oflicers would have their 
vehicle adorned with an identifying pennant. Officers 
entitled to use this ornate Reichsarbeitsdienst car pennant 
included Arbeitsdienst Inspekteure, (Labour Inspectors!, 
Arbeitsgaufutirer (RAD District Leader) and Amtschef 
(Departmental heads). 
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Above: The Reichsarbeitsdrenst 
wore a characteristic forester's 
or 'Robin Hood' cap. As with 
most German uniforms of the 
period, the colour of the piping 
was significant. The silver 
piping indicates that this was 
worn by an officer: general's 
caps were trimmed in gold, 
while those of NCOs and other 
ranks carried black trim. 
The collar patch and epaulettes 
were worn by an Arbeitsfuhrer 

Left: The spade and wheat 
insignia signified the RAD's 
affinity with labour and the land. 
The sports vest shield was worn 
on the chest. It is seen with 
the aluminium cap badge worn 
by NCOs and other ranks land 
occasionally by officers), a cloth 
cap badge worn by other ranks, 
and the lower-sleeve shield 
bearing the 'life' rune which 
was worn by medical personnel. 

Far left: The TS' sleeve 
shield indicates that the 
bearer was on the staff of a 
Tmppenf uhrerschule or officer 
'raining school. The other arm 
L 'eld was worn by NCOs 
cached to the 6th Abteilung 
of Arbeitsgruppe 76 - part Of 
Arbeitsgau VII in Schleswig- 
Holstein. The woven aluminium 
cap badge was used by officers. 
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OF THE THIRD REICH 



Raeder, Erich (1876 - 1960) 



Grand Admiral and commander 
in chief of the German navy, Erich 
Raeder was born in Wandsbek, 
near Hamburg on 24 April 1876. 
His father was a language teacher 
and his mother was the daughter 
of a musician. The Imperial Navy 
placed much less weight on 
social origins than did the 
German army of the time, and 
Raeder prospered when he 
entered the Naval Academy at 
Kiel. In the opening months of 
World War I he took part in 
mining operations and hit and 
run raids against the English east 
coast. He fought at the Battle of 
Jutland. 
Though he was not a dedicated 



Nazi like Doenitz, Raeder admired 
Hitler. From 1933 to his 
retirement in 1943 he held the 
post of Oberbefelshaber der 
Kriegsmarine I Commander in 
Chief of the Navy) and was a 
major force in the U-Boat and 
surface ship building programme. 
Raeder was one of five men 
present at the Hossbach 
Conference of 5 November 1937 
when Hitler explained his ideas 
for aggressive war, Raeder 
supported the invasion of 
Norway, but opposed the attack 
on the USSR. However after 
Barbarossa he sent naval units 
into the Baltic to support the land 
action. Raeder was retired on 



Hitler's orders on 30 January 
1943. At the Nuremberg Trial he 
was found guilty on three counts; 
1) Conspiracy to commit crimes 
alleged in other counts 2) Crimes 
against peace and 3) War crimes. 
He was released on 26 September 
1955 because of ill health and 
died on 6 November 1960, 

Right: Erich Raeder was not averse 
to a European war, but he felt that 
Hitler had moved five years too 
soon, since the Kriegsmarine's 
massive expansion plan was only 
scheduled for completion in 1943, 



Hitler's War Machine 
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Rail, Ciinther <1918 -> 



Third highest ranking fighter ace 
in history behind Erich Hartmann 
and Gerhard Barkhorn, Rail was 
born in Gaggenau on 10 March 
1918. Originally an infantryman. 
Rail transferred to the Luftwaffe 
in 1937. He first saw combat 
against the British, flying the Bf 
109E with Jagdgeschwader (JG) 
52. Also serving in the unit was 
Barkhorn, the second highest 
scoring ace with 302 kills. Rail 
scored the vast majority of his 
kills on the eastern front, in the 



process being shot down eight 
times and being wounded three 
times. He later served in JG 11, 
spent some time instructing at 
the Luftwaffe fighter training 
school and finally commanded 
JG 300 in the defence of the 
Reich. 

Luftwaffe statisticians credited 
Rail with 275 daylight kills, of 
which three were on the Western 
Front and 272 on the Eastern. Rail 
was awarded the Knight's Cross 
with Oakleaves and Swords. 



Giinther Rail survived the war, 
and along with Barkhorn and 
Hartmann joined the re-formed 
Luftwaffe in the 1950s. He flew F- 
84s and F-I04s, rising to the rank 
of Lieutenant General before 
finally retiring in 1975. 

Right: Giinther Rail was one of the 
three highest scoring aces of all 
time. All three served with the 
Luftwaffe on the Eastern front 
and all three survived the war to 
fly jets with the Bundeswehr in 
the 1950s and 1960s. 




Rascher, Dr Slgmund (1909 - 1945) 



An SS 'medical experiment' 
doctor who used gypsies and 
'criminals' in concentration 
camps for tests which ended in 
the painful death of his victims. 
He specialised in using 
decompression chambers to 
simulate high-altitude flight or ice 
filled baths to simulate winter 
Atlantic conditions. Following 
freezing the victims were revived 
with crude techniques, including 



using the body warmth of 
prostitutes. He boasted to the 
British agent Payne-Best, who 
was held at Dachau, that he had 
invented the gas chamber for 
mass killing. In 1944 he was 
arrested by the SS and sent to 
Buchenwald for falsely claiming 
that his wife had given birth to 
children after the age of 48. 
He was shot on Himmter's orders 
on 26 April 1945 in Dachau. 



Right: Sigmund Rascher wears an 
air force uniform as he conducts 
one of a series of Luftwaffe- 
backed experiments into exposure 
and hypothermia. Many of his 
involuntary test subjects died in 
the process 
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Rasse-und Siedlungshauptamt (RuSH A) 



The Central Office for Race and 
Resettlement was one of the five 
key branches of the SS. The 
RuSHA was originally created in 
1931 as an SS marriage bureau 
whose primary function was to 
check the Aryan ancestry of 
prospective SS brides. It was later 
expanded, and in 1935 it was 



given the responsibility for 
controlling and monitoring the 
'racial purity' of all members of 
the SS. Its main areas of activity 
were Ausrichtung or alignment 
(in terms of race) and Sippenflege 
- Clan Cultivation. Tension 
between Himmler and Walther 
Darre, head of RuSHA, led to the 



latter's dismissal in 1938. 

With the outbreak of war the 
office was also made responsible 
for organising the settlement and 
welfare of SS colonists in the 
conquered eastern territories. 

The empire building endemic 
within all SS organisations began 
to see the RuSHA marginalised as 



the war progressed, its concern 
with 'blood and soil' romanticism 
being seen as impractical. In 1942 
it took control of SS welfare and, 
briefly, SS social services. 
RuSHA's war related functions 
included SS burials and war 
graves, and an information office 
dealing with SS casualties. 
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Rastenburg and Rastenburg Conference 



Adolf Hitler used several field 
headquarters during the war, the 
most important being the site 
near Rastenburg in East Prussia 
(now Ketrzyn in Poland), It had 
first been established prior to the 
invasion of the Soviet Union in 
1941, and Hitler controlled much 
of the war in the east from here. 
It was codenamed Wolfsschanze 
- the Wolf's Lair. 

The headquarters was a 
sprawling complex of concrete 
bunkers and wooden huts hidden 
in the Prussian woods. It was 
protected by two rings of 
electrified barbed wire fences, 



minefields, and three 
checkpoints. It had a railway 
siding and an adjoining airfield. 

The outer perimeter could 
accommodate senior officers or 
party members like Dr Morell, 
Goering, Jodl and Keitel, There 
was also a cinema, kitchens, and 
air raid shelter and, somewhat 
incongruously, a teahouse. 

It was in the inner perimeter 
that a conference was held at 
12.30pm on 20 July 1944. Instead 
of a concrete bunker. Hitler and 
senior officers of the three 
services and the Waffen-SS met 
in the Gastebaracke - the guest 



accommodation, a building that 
had become the map room. 
It was a large wooden hut on 
concrete and stone pillars with a 
roof of tarred felt. This light 
construction as well as g heavy 
map table did much to dissipate 
and screen the blast of the bomb 
positioned by Oberstleutnant 
Claus von Stauffenberg, which 
failed in its primary function of 
killing Hitler. 

Right Hitter goes for his daily walk 
at Rastenburg, accompanied by 
the ever-present Martin Bormann 
and by Obergruppenfuhrer Karl 
Wolff, SS-Liaison with the Fiihrer 




Raubal, Angela 'Geli' (1908 - 1931) 



Hitler's niece and probable 

mistress was possibly the only 
real love of his life. The couple 
grew close when her mother, 
Hitler's half sister, came with her 
two daughters Geli and Friedl to 
keep house for him at 
Berchtesgaden. In 1929 Hitler 
moved Geli into a large 
apartment in Prim Regentstrasse 
in Munich. He took Geli with him 
to many meetings and to the 
theatre and cafes. However the 
couple began to argue and when 
Geli heard rumours that Hitler 
wanted to marry Winifred 
Wagner, widow of Siegfried and 
daughter in law of the composer 
Richard Wagner, she became 
hysterical. Hitler in turn 



suspected that Geli was having 
an affair with his driver and old 
Party comrade Emil Maurice. 

In 1931 Geli, who had 
ambitions to be an opera singer, 
announced that she would go to 
Vienna to study. Hitler forbade 
her and on 17 September left for 
a political meeting in Hamburg. 
Geli spent the day with a dead 
canary that she said she wanted 
to bury, and then announced that 
she would be travelling back to 
Berchtesgaden to see her mother. 
The following morning Geli 
Raubal was found dead in the 
apartment. She had apparently 
committed suicide using a small 
calibre pistol belonging to Hitler. 

The death appeared to be a 



terrible shock to Hitler, who wept 
copiously at her grave, and who 
kept her picture on his desk for 
the rest of his life. But rumours 
persisted that Hitler had 
murdered her in a rage, or that 
Heinrich Htmmler had had her 
killed because she was becoming 
an embarrassment to the Party. 



Right: Hitler's one true love 
(as far as such a man could feel 
the emotion) was his niece Geli. 
Art uncomplicated, earthy girl, 
she offered the up-and-coming 
politician unchatlenging 
companionship. 
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Ravensbrueck 




The main womens' concentration 
camp, located 80 km north of 
Berlin. It was established in 1938 
in a swampy area close to Lake 
Fiirstenberg. Ravensbrueck had 
initially been a detention and 
labour camp, with a clothing 
plant which remodelled furs 
expropriated from Jewish 
families. By the end of 1939 it 
held 2,000 women. 

This rose rapidly on the 
outbreak of war: the camp held 
Russian women soldiers and 
nurses, European resistance 
workers, slave labourers and 
deportees. The main camp was 
supposed to hold 6,000 prisoners 
but from 1944 there were over 
12,000 rising to a staggering 



36,000 by January 1945. About 
50,000 women perished at 
Ravensbrueck and the 42 satellite 
camps it controlled. Medical 
experiments were conducted, 
including inducing gas gangrene 
and bone transplantation on 
Polish women. 

Right: Ravensbrueck inmates wart 
for transport after liberation in 
1945. Because they had been 
young enough to work, these 
women had been fed reasonably 
well - others were not so lucky, 
more than 50,000 perishing 
in the camp and its satellites. 



See also Holocaust 
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Regenbogen (Rainbow) 




In spite of the fact that more than 
750 U-boats had been sunk or 
scrapped during World War II, in 
1945 there still nearly 400 boats 
available for operations. 
'Rainbow' was a plan to prevent 



them from falling into enemy 
hands. It was the code word for 
the projected scuttling of all 
serviceable boats on Germany's 
final defeat. The plan was similar 
in concept to the scuttling of the 



German Imperial Fleet at Scapa 
Flow after World War 1. Following 
Hitler's suicide Admiral Doenitz, 
who hoped for a quick end to the 
war, refused to send the signal, 
and about 150 boats surrendered 



to the Allies. But many die-hard 
Nazi U-Boat commanders sent 
the signal on their own initiative 
and in early May 1945 some 231 
boats were scuttled. Most were 
raised and scrapped in the 1950s. 
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Das Reich 

Das Reich, the 'Deutsche 
Wochenzeitung' or 'German 
Weekly' was a relative latecomer 
to the Nazi press. Founded by 
Rolf Rienhardt, it was patterned 
on foreign 'heavyweight' 
broadsheets, particularly the 
London Observer. It was first 
published on 26 May 1940 by 
Deutscher Verlag. and was aimed 
primarily at the educated German 
public. It was also extensively 
read outside Germany. 

By the time Das Reich first 
appeared the Nazis had 



eliminated most political 
opposition, and could afford to 
hire journalists for their skills and 
literacy rather than for their party 
loyalty and ideological reliability. 
As a result. Das Reich was 
considerably more readable than 
most Nazi publications, and its 
arts coverage had a particularly 
high reputation. 

In spite of its highbrow nature, 
circulation of the broadsheet 
grew rapidly. In October 1940 Das 
Reich was selling 500,000 copies. 
By March 1944 it had risen to 1.4 



million - and would have been 
higher, according to Propaganda 
Minister Dr. Joseph Goebbels, if 
paper rationing had not been in 
force in war-torn Germany. 

Eugen Miindler, was the first 
editor until 31 January 1943. He 
was succeeded by Rudolf 
Sparing, Most of the staff had 
worked on pre-Nazi liberal and 
conservative newspapers. The 
cartoonists E.O. Plauen (who 
used the pen name Erich Ohser) 
and Hans Erich Kohler worked on 
the paper. 



In the course Of Its life 0as 
Reich enjoyed a surprisingly low 
level of interference from the 
Propaganda Ministry. This may 
have been because it covered the 
news using language that was at 
times deliberately vague, which 
allowed the reader to see the 
truth behind the reports. The 
leader was often written by 
Joseph Goebbels. 

The last regular issue of the 
paper appeared on 15 April 1945 
- the 22 April issue was printed 
but it was never distributed. 



Reichenau, Walter von (1884 - 1942) 



One of Hitler's strongest military 
supporters, von Reichenau was 
born in Karlsruhe on 16 August 
1884. He entered the army as an 
officer cadet and during World 
War I served as a battery 
commander and on the staff. He 
remained in the Rekhswehr after 
1918 and on 1 February 1933 
became the Chief of Staff to 
General Werner von Blomberg, 
An ambitious man, von Reichenau 
distanced himself from the 
aristocratic military establishment 
and sided with the Nazis, giving 
the SS a free hand during the 
1934 Rohm Purge and issuing a 



statement justifying the murder 
of General von Schleicher. 

In 1935 he was promoted to 
general. He commanded the 10th 
Army in the 1939 invasion of 
Poland and the 6th Army in the 
invasion of Belgium and France 
in 1940, He was promoted to 
Field Marshal in 1940. In 1941 he 
commanded the Sixth Army 
during the invasion of the USSR, 
Although not notably anti-semitic 
in previous years, he issued an 
order of the day on 10 October 
that stated that his men must 
have "a complete understanding 
of the necessity for the harsh but 



justified expiation of Jewish 
subhumanity," and which gave 
full support to the SS 
Einsatzgruppen. 

Reichenau took over Army 
Group South in November 1941. 
On 12 January 1942 he suffered a 
heart attack after his daily run. He 
died on 17 January, when the 
aircraft evacuating him crashed. 

Right: Looked on as a traitor to his 
class, the aristocratic Walter von 
Reichenau despised the 'Swastika 
men' around Hitler, yet his belief 
in the Fuhrer was total. He left 
that only Hitler could bring about 
the changes Germany needed. 




Reichsarbeitsdienst (RAD) 



The RAD or State Labour Service 
was established by law in June 
1935. Between the ages of 19 and 
25, all physically fit Germans 
were required to undertake work 
for six months. Like all the 
organisations in the Third Reich 
the RAD was uniformed and at 
the 1934 Party Congress 52,000 
uniformed men, 'armed' with 
spades were on parade. 

Headed by Konstantin Hierl, the 
RAD comprised 30 Arbeitsgau 



(Units), 182 RAD groups and 
1,260 RAD divisions. Men were 
conscripted, and from 1 April 
1936 women could volunteer. By 
1935 the conscripted, voluntary 
and permanent strength stood at 
200,000; one month into World 
War II it had reached 350,000. 

Huge construction projects as 
well as agricultural work were the 
remit of the RAD. In 1943 the RAD 
became an Oberste 
Reichsbehorde -Supreme Reich 



Authority - answerable directly to 
Hitler, At the close of the war the 
RAD crewed anti-aircraft guns 
and in 1945 were drafted into the 
Volkssturm. 

Right: The massed ranks of the 
Reichsarbeitsdienst gather about 
the RAD's spade and com symbol 
during the 1935 Nuremberg Rally. 
By this time, the organisation 
originally created as a make-work 
device was a key element in the 
Nazi State, 




Relchsautobahn 



The German motorway system 
was begun before the rise of the 
Nazis but extended rapidly after 
1933. By December 1938 over 
3,000 km had been completed. 
Most Relchsautobahn were 
24 metres wide and divided into 
two lanes each 7.5 metres wide. 
The motorways were landscaped 
and special emphasis was given 
to bridge design. The 
construction programme was 
partly designed to provide a fast 
and efficient way of moving 
mechanised and armoured 
formations within the Reich, and 
partly to provide work for 



Germany's unemployed. The 
motorways facilitated the rapid 
occupation or conquest of 
Austria, Czechoslovakia, Poland 
and Western Europe. Later in the 
war they were badly damaged by 
Allied air attacks and German 
demolitions. 

Right: The Autobahns were 
praised as one of Adolf Hitter's 
great achievements - but they 
were originally planned as a 
military asset under the Weimar 
Republic. As with so many 
Weimar achievements, the Nazis 
simply claimed all of the credit for 
somebody else's work. 
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Reich$icherheitshau0tamt (RSH A) 



The Reich Main Security Office, 
set up an 27 September 1939, 
was an amalgamation of the of 
the Sicherheitspolizei (Security 
Police or SIPO) and the 
Sicherheitsdienst - (Security 
Service (SD) of the SS). Headed 
by Reinhard Heydrich, in 1940 it 
consisted of seven main offices; 



Amt I (Office I) under Bruno 
Streckenbach - personnel and 
political screening for RSHA 
members. 

Amt II under Werner Best (later 
Hans NockmannJ- legal matters 
and administration. 

Amt III under Otto Ohlendorf - 
Inlandsnachrichtendienst or 



Domestic Intelligence Service. 

Amt IV under Herman Muiler - 
Geheime Staatspoliiei or Secret 
State Police - the GESTAPO. 

Amt V under Arthur Nebe - 
Kriminatpolizei or Criminal Police 
Office -the KRIPO. 

Amt VI under Heinz Jost (later 
Walter Schellenberg) - Foreign 



Intelligence Service. 

Amt VII under Franz Six (later 
Paul Dittel] - archiving, political 
and human intelligence. 

The RSHA was responsible for 
organising the Einsatzgruppen in 
Russia, and from 1941 for 'the 
technical implementation' of the 
Final Solution. 



Reichstag Fire and Trial 



At approximately 10.00pm on 
27 February 1933 the Reichstag 
was reported to be on fire. 
Marinus van der Lubbe, an 
unemployed Dutch bricklayer was 
arrested in the Reichstag 
building. Van der Lubbe was 
short sighted and simple minded, 
but during the trial held in Leipzig 
between 21 September and 
23 December 1933, Hermann 
Goering was able to portray him 
as a dedicated Communist agent. 
His fellow 'conspirators' included 
former Reichstag deputy Ernst 
Torgler, and Bulgarian socialists 
Georgi Dimitrov, Blagoi Popov 



and Vassili Tanev. They were 
acquitted, but Van der Lubbe was 
found guilty. Under a special 
retroactive law, the Lex van der 
Lubbe, he was beheaded on 
10 January 1934, 

The Reichstag fire was used as 
the pretext for the arrest of about 
4,000 people, mainly Communist 
functionaries. The Reichstag Fire 
Decree was issued which 
abrogated fundamental laws. 
The Communists campaign for 
the Reichstag was halted, and the 
SPD's seriously curtailed. 

Many historians suspect that 
the Reichstag Fire was actually 




Reichstrunkenbold 



the work of the Nazis as a move 
to consolidate their power. 
Whoever was behind it, Hitler 
proclaimed that the fire was 
"a sign from heaven" even while 
the Reichstag was burning. 



Above: The Nazis intended the 
Reichstag trial to be a propaganda 
triumph, and senior party officials 
like Joseph Goebbels were called 
upon to give evidence. But it was 
not wholly successful: most of the 
Communists were acquitted. 



'Reich Drunkard in Chief was the 
private nickname for 'Professor' 
Heinrich Hoffman, Hitler's official 
photographer and art expert. It 
parodied the official titles used by 
Nazi leaders. Heavy drinking was 
a widely accepted and recognised 
form of self-indulgence by senior 
Nazis, most of whom, in the early 
days of the Third Reich at least, 
were former street thugs with few 
social graces. The annual 
celebrations by the Alte Kampfer 
the Old Combatants were always 
opportunities for gross drinking 
sessions.The acquisition of power 
and wealth gave them the 
opportunity to indulge and many 
became alcoholics. 



Beichswehr 

Germany's interwar military 
forces. Following the Treaty of 
Versailles, the Reichswehr was 
limited to an army of 100,000 
men and a navy of 15,000, while 
an air force was forbidden. 
However, long before Hitler came 
to power the Reichswehr had 
established secret links with the 
Red Army. From 1924 tank crews 
were training in the USSR, and 
from 1930 aircrews were added 
to the clandestine programme. 

The Reichswehr may have 
been small, but it was composed 
of highly professional soldiers, 
mostly experienced veterans of 



Robert Ley, the Nazi labour 
chief, was sometimes known as 
the 'Reich Drunk Master', and 
economics minister Walther Funk 
was an habitual drinker. Adolf 
Wagner, the Gauleiter of Munich 
was another alcoholic, and 
Christian Weber, District leader in 
Upper Bavaria could regularly be 
found sleeping off binges in the 
gutters of Munich. 

Right: Heinrich Hoffmann and 
Sepp Dietrich, two members of 
Hitler's inner circle who were not 
averse to a drink. The difference 
was that the tough SS General 
was not an alcoholic, while 
Hitler's 'Court' photographer 
was an habitual drunkard. 




World War I, who would provide 
a well-trained nucleus for the 
armed forces of the Third Reich. 

Even though the army had 
never been comfortable with the 
Weimar republic, National 
Socialism in the shape of the 
stormtroopers of the SA did not 
took any better. But Hitler needed 
the army, and he courted the 
generals assiduously. When Hitler 
came to power, one of his first 
acts was to promise rearmament 
in a speech to generals, In June 
1934 he sacrificed the SA 
leadership in the 'Night of the 
Long Knives,' partly to secure his 



own position within the party, but 
as much to win the high 
command to his side. 

On 16 March1935, compulsory 
military service was introduced 
and the German armed forces 
were renamed, becoming the 
Wehrmacht. 

Right: The Reichswehr swears 
allegiance to Adolf Hitler. This 
removed the Army's capacity for 
independent action, removing 
a potential threat to the Nazis. 



See also Hitler's War Machine 
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Reitsch, Hanna <1912 - 1979) 



One of aviation history's greatest 
female pilots, Hanna Reitsch was 
born in Hirschberg. Silesia (now 
Jelenia Gdra, Poland). She 
wanted to be a flying missionary 
doctor but became a professional 
aviatrix. As Germany's first 
female stunt pilot she set several 
European flying records. In 1937 
Ernst Udet appointed her as a 
test pilot for the new Luftwaffe 
and in 1938 she flew the Focke- 
Wulf Fw 61 twin rotor helicopter, 
the world's first entirety 
successful helicopter. She tested 



a wide range of aircraft including 
the Me 163 Kornet rocket fighter, 
the Me 323 Gigant transport 
aircraft and a piloted version of 
the Fi 103 or VI. She was the 
only woman to be awarded both 
classes of the Iron Cross, getting 
the Iron Cross First Class from 
Hitler in 1942. 

On 26 April 1945 she flew 
Luftwaffe chief von Greim to 
Berlin, staying in Hitler's bunker 
until the 29th. Reitsch was a 
devoted admirer of Hitler and 
begged to remain in Berlin for the 



final battle but was ordered out 
of the city by the Fuhrer. 

Held for 15 months by the 
Americans after the war, she 
returned to her first love, gliding 
and went on to establish the 
National School for Gliding in 
Ghana. Four months before her 
death, at the age of 67, Hanna 
Reitsch set a new woman's world 
long distance gliding record. 

Right: Hanna was an attractive 
and petite woman. Fair-haired and 
blue-eyed, she was a rabid Nazi 
and almost insanely courageous. 




Remagen Bridge 



On 7 March 1945, the Ludendorff 
rail bridge across the Rhine at 
Remagen was captured intact by 
a platoon from the US 9th 
Armoured Division when German 
demolition charges failed. It was 
the first time that the Rhine had 
been crossed in war since 
Napoleon's campaign of 1805. 
Within 24 hours 8,000 troops 
with vehicles and armour had 
poured across the bridge and in 
two days US engineers had built 
a pontoon bridge. Hitler was 
enraged at the loss of the bridge; 
four of the officers held 
responsible were executed. The 



bridge was attacked with V2 
rockets, jet bombers and artillery, 
and finally collapsed ten days 
after it had been captured. By 
then, however, several US 
divisions were across the river 
and within two weeks the 
bridgehead was eight miles deep. 

Right: The capture of the intact 
bridge at Remagen allowed the 
US Army's 9th Armored Division 
to get across the Rhine two weeks 
ahead of schedule. 



Hitler's battles 



Rhine Crossing* 




Remarque, Erich Maria (1898 - 1970) 



Remarque was born in Osnabruck 
on 22 June 1898. Called up in 
1916, he was wounded in 1917. 
After the war he held several jobs 
without success but when he took 
up writing his book Im Westen 
nichts Neues (Nothing New in the 
West) became a best seller. 
Published in Germany in 1929, it"" 
was an account of life in the 
trenches without any glamour or 
heroics. Translated as 'All Quiet 
on the Western Front,' half a 
million copies were sold in four 
months. In the United States it 



was made into a successful film. 

The Nazis hated the book - it 
ran counter to their heroic view 
of World War I. They accused 
Remarque of creating "tendential 
caricatures of frontline soldiers" 
and "corroding the Volk spirit." 
At the first screening of the film 
in Berlin in December 1930 the 
SA set off stink bombs and 
released white mice in the 
cinema. At the request of two 
state (Land) governments the film 
was finally banned. In 1931 
Remarque moved to Switzerland, 



In 1938 the Nazi government 
revoked his German citizenship. 
He went to the USA in 1939, 
becoming a US citizen, but after 
the war returned to Switzerland. 
He remained a prolific writer, 
publishing his last book in 1962. 
He died at Locarno, Switzerland. 

Right: One of the most famous 
German novelists of the 20th 
Century, Remarque's reputation 
is founded on the classic 'All Guiet 
on the Western Front*. 
Its downbeat, anti-war message 
was loathed by the Nazis. 




Remer, Otto-Ernst (1912 - 1997) 



In July 1944 Neubrandenburg- 
born Remer was a highly 
decorated major commanding the 
Wachbataillon Grossdeutschland, 
the Guard Battalion tasked with 
protecting Berlin from revolt. To!d 
by General Paul von Hasse, an 
anti-Hitler conspirator that the 
Fuhrer was dead, he was ordered 
to seal off the Wilhelmstrasse and 
arrest Or Goebbels. Remer 
allowed himself to be persuaded 
by the Propaganda Minister to 
ring Rastenburg where he spoke 
directly to Hitler. The Fuhrer 



promoted him to Colonel and 
instructed him to place his men 
at the disposal of the 
Reichsfiihrer-SS. Remer moved 
quickly, sending patrols to halt 
troop deployments and 
supporting General Friedrich 
Fromm in the arrest of the 
conspirators. 

Remer ended the war a 
Genera/major, fighting in 
Pomerania. After the war Remer 
became a leading symbol of Nazi 
loyalty. As late as October 1992 he 
courted controversy when after 



his tabloid paper Remer Depesche 
published articles disputing the 
existence of the gas chambers at 
Auschwitz he was sentenced by 
a Schweinfurt court to 22 months 
in prison for incitement of racial 
hatred. Fleeing to Marbella in 
Spain in 1994, he avoided 
extradition until his death. 

Right: Remer, a committed Nazi, 
was one of the main reasons why 
the 20th of July bomb plot failed. 
To the end of his long life the 
former army officer remained loyal 
to the Nazi cause - and to Hitler. 
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THE HOLOCAUST 

Aktion Reinhard 
Kovno Ghetto 




HITLER'S HENCHMEN 

Erhard Milch 
Albert Kesselring 

HITLER'S WAR 
MACHINE 

Half-tracks 

Infantry support 

Junkers Ju 88 




INSIDE THE REICH 

Corruption 

Home Front 

Berlin Olympics 

NAZI HORRORS 

Gross Rosen 

Malmedy Massacres 

Mauthausen 



NAZI SYMBOLS 

The Swastika 
Sicherheitsdienst 




A-TO-Z OF THE 
THIRD REICH 




Hitler's Third Reich - Issue 20 



IN THIS VOLUME OF 

HITLER'S 

Tl 



SECRET HITLER FILES 

Hitler loved War - he 

described his experiences 

in the trenches of Flanders 

as the happiest time of his 

life 

INSIDE THE 

THIRD REICH 

In spite of all the Gestapo 

could do, a few brave 

Germans actively opposed 

the Nazis - usually at the 

cost of their lives. 





HITLER'S BATTLES 

For five long years, RAF 

Bomber Command and the 

Nachtjager of the Luftwaffe 

fought a bitter, high-tech 

battle in the skies above 

Germany's cities 



HOLOCAUST 

Before the 'Final Solution', 

the Nazi method for 

turning Germany into a 

'Jew-Free' state was to 

force all Jews out of the 

country. 

HORRORS 

The men who ran the 

concentration camps were 

moulded by Theodor Eicke. In his 

image they were hard, brutal, 

and had nothing but contempt 

for their victims. 



HENCHMEN 

Baltic-born Alfred Rosenberg, the 

self-styled 'National Socialist 

philosopher,' was introverted, 

dull, dogmatic and arrogant. The 

least popular of all of Hitler's 

followers, he united other senior 

Nazis only through their intense 

dislike of him. 
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